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Life has a tendency to be unexpected. I became a photographer because, in 2014, my 
father died unexpected y. y camera brought me so ace in a time of  confusion. It 
ser ed as something that I had comp ete contro  o er, and I fee  as though that is 

something that a ot of  photographic artists can re ate to.  
 

In the past, I ha e pushed myse f  to create or  that may be contro ersia  in sub ect 
matter. I thri e to create a con ersation ith my ie ers, regard ess of  hether they 
agree ith my po itica  stances or not because I be ie e that e on t see meaningfu  

change in the or d unti  e begin to understand each other s opinions. his being said, 
the body of  or  that I am ma ing in this c ass is something ne  for me.  

 
I tend to shy a ay from ma ing super intimate bodies of  or . I anted to cha enge 
myse f  this year because of  the current state of  the or d. y dad s biggest dream in 

ife as to see each of  his chi dren a  the stage at their co ege graduations and that is 
something that I more than i e y i  not be ab e to do because of  this pandemic. he 
fact that I i  be graduating digita y rec ed me emotiona y if  I am honest. I fe t i e 
I as fai ing him. hat s hen my mother reminded me ho  proud he ou d ha e been 

to see me come so far, and ho  proud she is to see ho  much I ha e gro n.  
 

his got me thin ing. I as a ays so much c oser to my dad, that I ha e o er oo ed a 
ot of  the ama ing ad ice and memories that I ha e made ith my mom. his boo  
that I am creating contains images, ad ice, and memories that remind me of  my 

re ationship to my mother. he co er of  the boo  is made from g itter, because simi ar 
to a mother s ise ords, one typica y doesn t notice ho  much it stic s ith you unti  

ater on in ife.  
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e o, baby gir .  
 

au a ansom 





our dad used to a ays ta e c ose ups. 
 I as ne er ready for them.  

 
au a ansom 





our ensemb e shou d a ays be perfect.  
 

au a ansom 





ut a ig on your chi d.  
rust me, it is a ays funny.  

 
au a ansom 





rt, rt, rt  Let s paint, can e paint  
 

i o  ansom s remembered by au a ansom  
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ou guys a ays fought o er the b ue gogg es. 
hen you ha e ids, get a fe  pairs  

 
au a ansom 





 I as hugging you so I ou dn t cry.  
ou ere a  gro n up.  

 
au a ansom 





hh, our homeschoo  c ass party... 
nce a room mom, a ays a room mom.  

 
au a ansom 





uic   
eryone get into ansom ami y ormation  

 
i ansom  





I do my nai s e ery unday so that I fee  put 
together hen I go to or .  

ou shou d too.  
 

au a ansom 





It s important to go to or  so that you can be 
in charge of  your o n ife and your o n choices. 

ou are so much more than someone ho ust 
coo s dinner for a man.  

ecure your indepence no  so you don t ha e to 
search for it ater.  

 
au a ansom 





he r s.  
 

i ansom 






