
Confession 12
Arnaud de Monesple

Confession of my lord Arnaud de Monesple, priest

The year of the Lord 1319, March 11 (11 March 1320).  My lord Arnaud de Monesple, a 
beneficed priest in the church of Saint-Antonin of Pamiers, cited by the Reverend Father 
in Christ my lord Jacques, by the grace of God bishop of Pamiers, by reason of the 
heresy of Arnaud Gélis, alias the Drunkard, of Mas-Saint-Antonin, a heresy of which he 
is strongly suspected, appeared at the episcopal seat of Pamiers before him, who was 
assisted by Brother Gaillard of Pomiès...and avowed that which follows:

! About two or three years ago, Arnaud the Drunkard, also called Gélis, came to 
see me and told me in secret that he traveled with the dead from church to church, 
observing them and talking with them.  These dead, he said, did not do any penance 
other than to travel to the neighboring churches of this village and there keep vigil. He 
was led there one time by Hugues de Durfort, who pushed against him, from the place 
called Roquefort just to Mas-vieux and to the church of Saint-Raimond.  When they had 
visited the other churches, they then visited Saint-Antonin and remained there often. He 
said this was because the spirits of the dead rest during the night of Sunday, and all day 
Sunday, just until Monday morning, after which, all the week, they travel to the 
churches, always rural.
! One time I celebrated a mass for the soul of the mother of a woman of Pamiers 
on the altar of Saint-Pierre at the church of Pamiers, and after this the said Arnaud told 
me that it was he who had made this woman come to me so that I might celebrate a 
mass for the soul of his mother.
! Arignac of Pamiers came to see me for the same thing, that I might celebrate a 
mass on the same altar for the soul of  his father.
! This Arnaud told me that some of these dead traveled quickly, others slowly and 
that those who were weak fell down from time to time and the others passed over them.
! One time he gave me four Toulousan deniers to celebrate in the church des 
Allemans for the soul of Hugues de Durfort.  These deniers had been donated to him by 
Brunissende, the wife of Arnaud de Calmelles and the sister of the late Hugues.
! One day when this Arnaud was putting oil in the lamps of Saint-Antonin, I told 
him to put some in the lamp that burns before the altar of Saint Peter in this church.
! And he said nothing more.  And the said Arnaud said that he repented....which 
was agreed to by my said lord bishop.

! After this, the same year as above, the 13th of the same month of March, the 
said Arnaud, appearing judiciarily before my said lord bishop and remembering more 
clearly what he had said, stated and avowed under an oath, which he took:
! About one year ago, beneath the walnut tree in front of the door of the church, 
Arnaud the Drunkard told me that the soul of the said Hugues was not damned, but that 
by going from church to church he had finished his penance and had gone to Repose.
! He told me also at that same place that no human soul would be damned, 
because at the Day of Judgment, Holy Mary would intercede with the Lord for the souls 



of all Christians and by her prayer all souls would be saved, and God would spare them.  
And Holy Mary would do the same for the souls of the Jews, because, he said, they 
were of her race, and for this reason God would save the souls of Jews.
! Arnaud affirmed and presented to me as a certitude that the souls of the dead, in 
going church to church to do penance, held each otherʼs hands and thus sustained 
each other.  He also said that they have the appearance and the form of living men, 
because, he said, they have hands, feet, eyes and all the rest of their members, just like 
men and women living in the flesh.
! He told me that by night he traveled with the Good Ladies, that is to say the souls 
of the dead, by roads and deserted places, and they entered from time to time into 
houses, above all beautiful private homes, and drank the good wines that they found 
there.
! I told him in the same place, while lamenting the same Hugues de Durfort, who 
during his life had caused prejudice among the clerics of Saint-Antonin concerning the 
annuities of Bézac, that now my lord Germain de Castelnau, the archdeaon of Pamiers 
was doing the same thing and that is why his soul would go straight to the devil.  Arnaud 
the Drunkard told me that his soul would not go to the devil, but in the next world he 
would have huge hellhounds attached by chains, ready and destined to concern 
themselves with the soul of the archdeacon after his death and by means of which he 
would do penance.  In the end, though, he would not be damned.

! After this on Saturday March 7 of the same year as above (1321) the said Arnaud 
appeared judiciarily in the bishopric of Pamiers before my said lord bishop and the 
religious person my lord Brother Jean de Beaune of the order of Preachers, inquisitor 
for the heretical deviation in the kingdom of France named by the Apostolic See.  He 
swore on the four holy Gospels of God which he touched physically with his hand to tell 
the pure and simple truth on all deeds touching the Catholic faith and heresy, as much 
concerning himself as charged and concerning all others living or dead, as witness.  
Then all the avowals he made were read back and recited to him before my said lord 
bishop, who had them explained to him in the common tongue.  He said he wished to 
hold and persist in these avowals, reconfirmed them again, ratified and approved them, 
saying he wished to live and die in them.
! Done the year and day above (7 March 1321) in the presence of my lord 
Germain de Castelnau, archdeacon of the church of Pamiers, the masters Menet de 
Robécourt, Barthélemy Adalbert, notaries of my said lord inquisitor and master 
Guillaume Peyre-Barthe, notary of my lord the bishop, who received and wrote all that 
which precedes.
! After this my above said lords bishop and inquisitor assigned to the said Arnaud 
a date to hear definitive sentence on the above said deeds, to note the Sunday 
immediately following, the 8th of March at the cemetery of Saint-Jean-Martyr of 
Pamiers, a day which the said Arnaud accepted of his own free will.
! That same Sunday as assigned above, the said Arnaud appeared before the said 
lord bishop and inquisitor in the said cemetery and they proceeded then to pronounce 
the sentence on the said Arnaud in the terms which follow:  “Let all know., etc.”  This 
sentence may be seen in the Book of sentences.



! And I, Raimond Jabbaud, cleric of Toulouse sworn in the matter of the Inquisition 
have on the order of my lord the bishop faithfully corrected these confessions against 
the original. 

NOTES

Since his case is contained in the same deposition as Mengarde de Pomiès, he was 
probably condemned as she was to major pilgrimages.


