Discussants for the Genesis series
Bill Moyers is the overall moderator of the series – he is a television journalist; one of his best-known interviews was with Joseph Campbell:  The Power of Myth
“In God’s Image” – DVD 1

1. Walter Brueggemann, ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, 

Professor of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary in Georgia


2. Roberta Hestenes, President of Eastern College in St. David’s, PA; Professor of 

Christian Spirituality

3. John S. Kselman, Catholic priest; Professor of Old Testament at the Weston School of Theology in Cambridge, MA

4. Hugh O’Donnell, an internationally recognized artist

5. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America; 

6. Renita Weems is a writer, minister, professor, and widely acclaimed public speaker; she’s currently a professor of Old Testament at Vanderbilt University Divinity School in Nashville, TN

7. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg is a lecturer in Bible and midrash in Jerusalem.  She has also taught in the English Department at Hebrew University

“Temptation” – Part 2, 2nd on DVD 1

1. Leon Kass is the Addie Clark Harding Professor in the College and the 

Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago

2. Stephen Mitchell is Zen scholar, acupuncturist, herbalist, and healer (lives in Northern CA); among his books is The Gospel According to Jesus: A New Translation and Guide to Essential Teaching for Believers and Unbelievers 

3. Elaine Pagels is the Harrington Spear Paine Foundation Professor of Religion at Princeton (she did a BA and MA at Stanford; PhD at Harvard

4. Jean-Pierre M. Ruiz, Catholic priest in the Diocese of Brooklyn, NY, is in the Theology Dept. at St. John’s University

5. Marianne Maye Thompson is a professor in New Testament interpretation at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA

6. Robin Darling Young is a professor of theology at the Catholic University of American (Washington, D.C.)

7. Naomi Rosenblatt is a psychotherapist, author, lecturer, and adult Bible class teacher in Washington, D.C.

“The First Murder” – Part 3, First on DVD 2

1. John Barth is a writer and professor in the writing seminars at Johns Hopkins University

2. Rebecca Goldstein holds a PhD in Philosophy from Princeton; she’s a writer of short stories and novels

3. Mary Gordon is a writer and professor based in NYC, currently at Barnard College.

4. Oscar Hijuelos—writer, born, raised, and still residing in New York City

5. Charles Johnson is the Pollock Professor of English at the University of Washington; his best-known novel is Middle Passage.

6. Faye Kellerman is a Los Angeles-based mystery writer.

7. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America; Professor Visotzky moderates every discussion in the series

“Apocalypse” – Part 4, 2nd on DVD 2

1. Karen Armstrong – a London-based author and professor

2. Byron Calame – is a deputy managing editor of The Wall Street Journal
3. Alexander Di Lella is a Catholic priest, the Andrews-Kelly-Ryan Distinguished Professor of Biblical Studies at the Catholic University of America

4. Carol Gilligan is a professor, clinical psychologist, and author based in Cambridge, MA; she’s a member of the Human Development and Psychology faculty in the School of Education at Harvard

5. Blu Greenberg is a writer and poet in Riverdale, NY

6. Samuel Proctor is an ordained Baptist minister, educator, and writer

7. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America; 

“Call and Promise” – Part 5, 1st on DVD 3 and “A Family Affair” – Part 6, 2nd on DVD 3

1. Azizah Y. Al-Hibri is an associate professor of law, specializing in securities 

regulation, corporate finance, and Islamic jurisprudence, at the University of Richmond (VA)

2. Robert Alter is a professor of Hebrew and comparative literature at UC Berkeley; with Frank Kermode, he is the co-editor of A Literary Guide to the Bible

3. Bharati Mukherjee is a writer and professor of English at UC Berkeley

4. Eugene Rivers III – Reverend Rivers is the director of field operations for the Ten Point Coalition in Boston; he is pastor and cofounder of Azusa Christian Community committed to combating poverty, violence, and drug use

5. Lewis Smedes is Professor Emeritus of Theology and Ethics at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA

6. Elizabeth Swados is a writer, musician, and artist whose current work concerns characters and themes from biblical narratives

7. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America; 

“The Test” – Part 7, 1st on DVD 4

1. Dianne Bergant –is a professor of Old Testament students at the Catholic 

Theological Union in Chicago

2. Norman Cohen is a professor of midrash at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in NYC

3. Francisco O. Garcia-Treto is professor and chair of the department of religion at Trinity University in San Antonio, TX, and an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church

4. P. K. McCary is a writer, lecturer, and the author of The Black Bible Chronicles: From Genesis to the Promised Land
5. Seyyed Hossein Nasr is the university professor of Islamic studies at George Washington University

6. Phyllis Trible is the Baldwin Professor of Sacred Literature at Union Theological Seminary

7. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America; 

“Blessed Deception” – Part 8, 2nd on DVD 4

1. Leon Kass is the Addie Clark Harding Professor in the College and the 

Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago

2. Stephen Mitchell is Zen scholar, acupuncturist, herbalist, and healer (lives in Northern CA); among his books is The Gospel According to Jesus: A New Translation and Guide to Essential Teaching for Believers and Unbelievers
3. Elaine Pagels is the Harrington Spear Paine Foundation Professor of Religion at Princeton (she did a BA and MA at Stanford; PhD at Harvard

4. Naomi Rosenblatt is a psychotherapist, author, lecturer, and adult Bible class teacher in Washington, D.C.

5. Jean-Pierre M. Ruiz, Catholic priest in the Diocese of Brooklyn, NY, is in the Theology Dept. at St. John’s University

6. Marianne Maye Thompson is a professor in New Testament interpretation at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA

7. Robin Darling Young is a professor of theology at the Catholic University of American (Washington, D.C.)

“God Wrestling” –Part 9, 1st on DVD 5

1. Walter Brueggemann, ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, 

Professor of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary in Georgia


2. Roberta Hestenes, President of Eastern College in St. David’s, PA; Professor of 

Christian Spirituality

3. John S. Kselman, Catholic priest; Professor of Old Testament at the Weston School of Theology in Cambridge, MA

4. Hugh O’Donnell, an internationally recognized artist

5. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America

6. Renita Weems is a writer, minister, professor, and widely acclaimed public speaker; she’s currently a professor of Old Testament at Vanderbilt University Divinity School in Nashville, TN

7. Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg is a lecturer in Bible and midrash in Jerusalem.  She has also taught in the English Department at Hebrew University

“Exile” – Part 10, 2nd on DVD 5

1. 1. Dianne Bergant –is a professor of Old Testament students at the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago

2. Norman Cohen is a professor of midrash at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in NYC

3. Francisco O. Garcia-Treto is professor and chair of the department of religion at Trinity University in San Antonio, TX, and an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church

4. P. K. McCary is a writer, lecturer, and the author of The Black Bible Chronicles: From Genesis to the Promised Land
5. Seyyed Hossein Nasr is the university professor of Islamic studies at George Washington University

6. Phyllis Trible is the Baldwin Professor of Sacred Literature at Union Theological Seminary

7. Burton Visotzky, Jewish Rabbi, holds the Nathan and Janet Appleman Chair in Midrash and Interreligious Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America;
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