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Turner’s “The Slave Ship” (1840)



Detail from
Turner’s painting,
which is based on
1781 event: Capt.
Luke Collingwood
threw “132 plague
infected Africans
to the sharks in
order to collect
Insurance on this
jettisoned ‘cargo™

(Mellor & Matlak
54).




[from a speech in parliament by George Canning, 16 March 1824]

[On the topic of the abolition of slavery:] . . . In dealing with the
negro, Sir, we must remember that we are dealing with a being
possessing the form and strength of a man, but the intellect only of a
child. To turn him loose in the manhood of his physical strength, in
the maturity of his physical passions, but in the infancy of his
uninstructed reason, would be to raise up a creature resembling the
splendid fiction of a recent romance [reference to Mary Shelley’s
Last Man]; the hero of which constructs a human form, with all the
corporeal capabilities of man, and with the thews and sinews of a
giant; but being unable to impart to the work of his hands a
perception of right and wrong, he finds too late that he has only
created a more than mortal power of doing mischief, and himself
recoils from the monster which he has made.

Such would be the effect of a sudden emancipation, before the
negro was prepared for the enjoyment of well-regulated liberty. I,
thefrclefore, Sir, would proceed gradually, because | would proceed
safely. . ..


http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/mws/lastman/bibliog.htm#hansard
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/mws/lastman/frank.htm
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/mws/lastman/frank.htm
http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/mws/lastman/frank.htm

Figure 4.32

48 A TRUE STORY.

Cried Case, with anger’s tinge upon his yellow,—

Pompey, for answer, pointing in a mirror

The Colonel’s saffron, and his own japan,—

““ Well, what has that to do—quick—speak outright.
boy ?”’

“0 Massa”—(so the explanation ran)

“ Massa be killed—'cause Massa Orange Man,

And Pompey killed—'cause Pompey not a White
Boy!”

‘ SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY, LIKE THE NIGHT.”

from 1830 Comic Annual
Parody of Byron’s “She Walks in Beauty”




Used for John
Stedman’s
Narrative of a five
years expedition
against the
revolted Negroes
of Surinam, from
the year 1772 to
1777
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William Blake

"Flagellation of a Female
Samboe Slave," 1796

Stedman witnessed this
punishment in 1774. The
woman being whipped
was an eighteen-year old
girl who was given 200
lashes for having refused
to have intercourse with
an overseer. She was
"lacerated in such a
shocking manner by the
whips of two negro-
drivers, that she was
from her neck to her
ancles literally dyed with
blood."



The Official Medallion of the
British Anti-Slavery Society,
1795 Josiah Wed



Olaudah Equiano (engraving
commissioned for Interesting Narrative) (possibly from 1760s)

Not Equiano



| were kidnapped ‘ :
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| e This Day is publifhed,

The interelling WNarrative of’ the Life of ":.
‘OLAULAH- ECQUIANO ; »:

oR, e
© GUSTAYUS VASSA, rue AFfican,
Written by himleif, -

paper, in 4 duadecimo, or potket lize, and comn=
prifed in {wo handlomie volumes,” Price 75t uynbound,
In'Vol.'I: is given an'elegant frontifpiece of the Au=~
thor’s. Porrrait, Voi..ll, a Plate fhewing the manner
the Authed was (hipwrecked in I%ﬁ 7s \
~ The Narratjve coutaing the following articles :
The ™ Authar’s cobiervatipis on diis country, and thg
different nations in Africa j with an account of their
manners and cnltoms, religion, . marriages, agriculture,
buildings, &g¢. his birth; the.manner how he and his fifter
‘and gf their accidentally meeting again

fel, white men, men on huri‘eb:u:k, and the various ob
ch‘Es he bebeld bn his firltarrival in Englind partion'arly
a4all of. fmow. An account of five years tran[d¢tlons
in- the wars, under Admiral Boltawen, &c, from 175 ta
the peace in Deceinbey, 1762,  OF his heing immediztely
after fent intg flavery in the Welt Indigs, * Of the tgeats.
ment, and the crnel lcenés of punithing the négroes; the
b mannér of obtaining his freedom § the verification of five

{ remarkable dreams or vifions 3 particulariy in Being {hipn’
wrecked in 1767,7and picking np elevep milerable 'men-
‘|at feay in 17755 &co  ‘The wonderful mapner of"his con-

' :Id'his artempt Lo
‘| converc an Indian Prince,” Various aftions ap fea and

verlion to the Faith of Ghuilt Jelus, a

lahd, from 1777, ta the prefebtitime, | B

The books are fold by the A ithor; Na.|10; Unipn.(treet,
Middlefex Holpital.; and by thefollowg Bookiellers :
.Mr, Jqhnfony St. i’apl's-ﬂhqrul;, ard ; Mr. Murray,

|| Flegt=tirect 3 Meflrs, ~Roblon and j:'l-:; Bound-itreer;
‘Mr. Dayis, oppofite Gray’s-lnn, Holbarn 3 Meflis, Sacpa
| perfonand ‘Heynoldd;, Oxford-itrests Mr, Lackington, -

CLilwBll-{treet 5 - Mr."Matthews, isﬂmf‘.‘fl 3 My Murray,
“Princels-{tr "et, Soho; Mr, Taylorand (Co. South/Archy”

Mr.§ Butten, Newington, Qauleway; Mr..Burton;| over.
the “Brook, CHatham ; Mr, S. Woaplmir, cter y -
Parfons, Paternpjter-row ; and Mr, Hy Tropg

)

Paternolter-row. [ [ iE=pes

-

HIS Work is neatly printed un a good

Royal- Exchange; Mr. Hallowell, .'-QG!Fk!,ﬂU,l,Rb[:c;‘ 2

Ad for
Equiano’s
Interesting
Narrative
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Masculine Romanticism

“The Little Black Boy,”
Songs of Innocence
(Blake)



Figure 8.6

“Reading the News”
from 1830 Friendship’s Offering



From New Yor
Public Library
Exhibit, Before
Victoria

Hannah More, an
Evangelical Christian
abolitionist and
philanthropist, was
indefatigable in her
efforts to encourage
docility and obedience
among the poor. Many
items from her long
series of Cheap
Repository Tracts,
made to be given away
or sold very cheaply,
address specific
problems—as here,
with “false excuses”—
in order to teach
servants and other
members of the

laboring classes how

to behave. (from NYPL
online exhibit)




- 375 ; THE; S
SHEPHERD
;i'SALI SBURY-PLAIN.
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A poor man tells
of his devotion to
the Bible, his sick
wife & 8 children

Sold hy S, HAZ AR D,
(PRINTER to the CHEAP REFOSITORY for Reli

jous and
Moral Trafls) at BATH ; ;i He
. By L MARSHALL

At the CHEAP REPOSITORIES, Né. n;r,-;‘Qu&e:i;&re;&' e
Cheap-Side, and No. 4, Aldermary Clmr:h-‘;‘a,ui#..fn‘;.':..-' S
R. WHITE, Piccadilly, LONDON ; and by all Bookfellessy = -
Newfinen, and Hawkers, in Town and Cbunuy. o e -

: 9 Great allowance wo Shopkeepers and Huwl:ﬁ:‘. P> '
Price 1d, or 45. 6d, Fer 100, 25, 6d. _for 5o, 14, ﬁ".-f"’.w : j’- :

[€ntered at Stationes bal]: ol

The most famous of Hannah More’s Cheap
Repository Tracts (1795)



One of More’s
Cheap Repository
Tracts




