
English 1B, Section 17 & 29 (Spring 2006) 
Dr. Katherine D. Harris

Peer Editing
First Draft, Research Essay

1. Does the essay have a title?  Does it say anything interesting about the essay? Does it interest you
as the reader?

2. Does the essay have a thesis statement that is more than a restatement of an idea already stated in
one of the professional essays?  Double underline the thesis statement.

3. If the thesis statement is just a statement, not a judgment, see if you can ask a question that would
help the author make the idea more of a judgment.  Write the question down next to the thesis.  If you
cannot find the thesis, the essay probably does not have one.

4. Does the essay have a beginning, middle and end?  Mark the end of the beginning and the    
beginning of the end.

5. Are paragraphs an appropriate length?  If there are long paragraphs, mark where the paragraph
should be divided with ¶.

6. Does each paragraph offer a new element to the argument or does it simply re-state previous
elements?  Discuss with your partner if they re-state.

7. Does the essay structure need re-organization, i.e., moving paragraphs around?

8. Does the essay use five sources for evidence?  Are these sources appropriate?

9. Does the evidence add anything new to the essay's argument or does it simply restate what has
already been stated?  Circle the pieces of evidence and mark an "S" for summary, an "R" for restate,
a "PE" for personal experience, an "A" for added value.  Is there any evidence that the writer missed
that could add to the authority of the essay? 

10. Mark "nice" for where the pieces of evidence are well connected to the argument and to the rest of
the essay.  Write "gap" where the pieces of evidence are lacking connection and cohesiveness to the
main idea and to the rest of the essay.

11. Are the pieces of evidence introduced and cited correctly?

12. Is the Works Cited missing anything? Is it in MLA style?

13. Give this draft a grade (A-F) based on our course grading guidelines (on the greensheet).


