
English 1B, Sections 17 & 29 (Spring 2006) 
Dr. Katherine D. Harris

ESSAY 2: ARGUING THE PAST
First Draft

Due:  Thurs, 2/9
(1 email copy by 8am + 1 copy to class)

Reading:  Read Hacker, Section C4
Mauk & Metz 47-57

First Draft:
We’ve been reading and discussing “what happened?” and how the past influences the present and vice
versa.  We went over several articles last week and spent today brainstorming on the influences of the
past within a song.  For Thursday, write your first draft based on the song that was the topic of today’s
brainstorming session. After you have reviewed today’s notes, begin writing a draft that constructs an
argument about your song. Remember that your argument should have broader implications or critiques
beyond the song itself.  

No outside research is necessary.  Instead, use examples, allusions, analogies, appeals to logic and
appeals to emotion – very similar to the support used in our readings.  These are all pieces of support that
will be common knowledge for your reader.  For hints on arranging your essay, see Mauk & Metz 47-52. 
We will discuss essay structure on Thursday using this information.

Please remember that your first paragraph should contain a very brief introduction as well as your thesis
statement.  Your concluding paragraph should not sum up the points in the essay but should hint at your
thesis and any thoughts beyond. 

Submission:
Email your first draft to me by 8am on Thursday (2/9).  Attach the file to your email in Word or
WordPerfect.  Bring 1 copy to Thursday’s class to workshop.  That workshopped first draft (and your
brainstorming notes) will be submitted with your final draft of Essay 2. Failure to bring a copy to class or to
email your draft on time will result in the normal late penalties (see course policies).  

Page Length: 1000 words (approx. 3pp)

Administrative Notes:
< This assignment needs to be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins.  
< Type your name, the date and First Draft, Essay 2 on your written assignment. 
< Type your name and the page number in the upper right corner of every page.
< Give this exercise an original title (of your creation).   
< Staple the pages together. (DO NOT FOLD OR PAPERCLIP YOUR PAGES.)  
< Proofread everything before you turn it in.  There should be no spelling or typographical errors.  


