JS10

Questions for final exam

Chapters 13 (p. 423-440), 14, 15, & 17

 1.
What are the different philosophies (objectives) of sentences?

 2.
What are the different sanctions (sentences) we have in the United States today?

 3.
What are some examples of the various objectives of criminal justice sanctions in our current 
criminal justice system?

 4.  
What does the term “sentencing disparities” refer to?  How have we attempted to 
address 
this problem?

 5. 
Who founded the Positivist School of Criminology? Explain it and give examples of the Positivist 
influence in our criminal justice system today.

 6.
Who founded the Classical School of Criminology? Explain it, and give examples 
of the classical 
influence in our justice system today.

 7.
How does the separate system of confinement differ from the silent system of confinement?

 8.
What were the different types of and problems with prison labor over the last hundred years?

 9.
What were the contributions of the reformatory era in American corrections?

10.
What is a jail?  What is a prison?  What is the difference between a jail and a prison?

11.
What are the differences between a minimum, medium and maximum-security prison in terms of 
architecture, inmates and supervision?

12.
What is classification?  What is its purpose?

13.
What kinds of programs are available to inmates in prison?

14.
How effective is correctional treatment?  Why?

15.
What is criminal justice diversion?  How does it impact our jails?  Is it a good alternative criminal 
justice sanction?

16.
What does “community based corrections” refer to?  Give some examples of community based 
corrections.

17.
What is probation?  What is parole?  What are the differences between probation and parole?

18.   
In the video Convicts on the street, it was said that parole agents have more power than police.  
Why is this?  Do you agree?

19.
Go back and review your notes on Crime Control Theory of Criminal Justice versus the Due 
Process Theory of Criminal Justice.  How do they differ?

20.
What is a misdemeanor?  What is a felony?  What is the difference between a state and a federal 
offense?  

Review for Exam IV, by chapter

Corrections

Chapters 13 (p. 423-440), 14, 15, & 17

Chapter 13

 I.   Sentencing objectives, their definitions, their purpose,  and examples of each

A. Retribution

B. Vengeance

C. Incapacitation

D. Deterrence

E. Rehabilitation

II.   Types of sentences imposed in U.S.

A. Fines

B. Imprisonment

1. Indeterminate sentences

2. Determinate sentences

3. Definite sentences 

4. Intermittent sentences

5. Mandatory sentences

6. Pros and cons of each types of sentence

C. Disparities in sentences

D. Sentencing reform

E. Concurrent and consecutive sentences

Chapter 14 (some of this information is in Chapter 2)

  I.   Determinism v. Free will debate:  How does it impact corrections today?

A. Classical School of Criminology

1. Origin

2. Fundamental beliefs

3. Examples and evidence of the classical School of Criminology in our justice system today


B.   Positivist School of Criminology (Chapter 2, p.47-49)

1. Origin

2. Fundamental beliefs

3. Examples and evidence of the Positivist School of Criminology in our justice system today


C.   Theories of crime causation

4. Humans are sinners and defective by nature

5. Humans are hedonistic pleasure seekers

6. Humans are driven to criminal behavior by biological, psychological or sociological factors

 II.   Early correctional practices and institutions

A. Separate System (Walnut Street Jail, Eastern Penitentiary, Western Penitentiary)

B. Silent System (Auburn Prison)

C. Prison industry through the years: types and problems

D. Reformatory Era

1. Mark System (Alexander Maconochie/Norfolk Island)

2. Ticket-of-Leave (Sir Walter Crofton/Ireland)

III.   Jails, their history, purpose and function

A. Problems with jails today

B. Alternatives to jail

Chapter 15

  I.   Total institutions:  Prisons today


A.   Types of prisons

1. Maximum security  (SuperMax Prison)

2. Medium security

3. Minimum security

4. Open institutions


b.   Problems and programs in prisons today

Chapter 17

  I.   Probation, parole and community based corrections (Be sure you understand the objectives

     of each of these programs, and the pros and cons of each)

 II.   Probation

A. History

B. Purpose

C. Conditions

D. Candidates for probation

E. Responsibilities of probation officers

III.   Parole

A. History

B. Purpose

C. Conditions

D. Candidates for parole

E. Responsibilities of parole officers

IV.   Furlough Programs

V.    Creative Sentencing

A. Community based programs

B. Diversion programs

The Classical School of Criminology

Basic assumptions:

Society is formed through a social contract in which people give up absolute freedom and agree to live according to the laws of  

     the state

People have free will in the sense that they can choose to control their own behavior

Free will is constrained by the facts of pleasure and pain – people will behave so as to maximize pleasure and minimize

    personal pain

The principles of punishment:


The purpose of punishment is the prevention of crime through deterrence


The effectiveness of a punishment depends upon a balance of certainty, quickness and severity


The limiting principles of punishment require that only the offender be punished ad that the punishment must be 


proportional to the gravity of the harm done


People naturally lacking the capacity of rational self-control (children, the insane and the senile) should not be punished

Positivist School of Criminology

Basic assumptions:

People are a product of the society in which they live

Human behavior is determined by forces that transcend individual control

Free will is a myth

Society has a right and a duty to protect itself and its members from dangerous behavior

Crime is a disease; criminals are sick and must be cured

Principles of treatment:

The purpose of correctional treatment is to protect society or to help the individual’s condition or both

Treatment must be individualized on the basis of individual offender’s condition

Rehabilitation is a necessary part of the correctional process – offenders need the expert help provided by treatment, 


because they cannot make it on their own

The rehabilitated offender will become a useful member of society

