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Research Paper: Step Two

Initial Interview(s) 

Reading assignment:  The Criminal Justice Student Writer’s Manual, p. 168-173.

You are going to do several interviews of criminal justice professionals from the agency of your choice. Although you are not doing a Case Study as presented in the text, the process for conducting the interview, and the planning of the questions for the preliminary interviews as described in the Criminal Justice Student Writer’s Manual p. 168-173 is appropriate for your research paper.  Keep in mind that you are examining this agency or program in terms of how they deal with Domestic Violence, so as you plan your questions, include some about domestic violence and how it is handled in this agency or program.  

To conduct these interviews, you may use a tape-recorder (with the permission of your interviewees), or take notes.  Your first couple of questions should be on your interviewees’ career and educational background in order to establish their level of expertise and knowledge of this agency.  (You may be getting back to one of these “preliminary interviewees” with additional questions, so be sure to leave each interviewee with a positive impression of you.) The rest of the questions will be regarding domestic violence and how it is addressed by their agency or program.  If you are having trouble developing appropriate questions, see your instructor for guidance.

When you write the report on these preliminary interviews, focus on your topic. The write up will be an assessment of the interview, it will NOT be a question and answer format.  The 3-page preliminary interview write up should be formatted as follows.

Page 1:  The name of the agency you are investigating, the names and titles of your interviewees, and the questions you asked.  (You will ask essentially the same questions of each interviewee)

Page 2-3:  The body of the interview write up will be a two-page assessment of the interview(s), covering the following:

· Who you spoke to (their educational background and experience)

· How the interviews went

· What you learned from the interviews

· How will these interviews impact your paper?  (What questions or issues did you uncover? Where you intend to go in terms of further research?  What do you hope to find in your research?  How do you expect it to apply to this agency?)


See semester schedule for due date of your preliminary interview write up. 

