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This assignment will give you the opportunity to compare and contrast a correctional issue from the perspective of the “popular media” (the film and book you reviewed) with the reality as expressed in scholarly research and what you have learned in JS104.

After completing your film and book reviews, you now have a good sense of how the popular media may portray these aspects of corrections.  For this assignment, you are going to look into how these issues are treated in academia.  

· First read the chapter(s) in our textbook which covers these issues, to give you a general overview. (Be sure to go through the entire textbook to find information that relates to your topic; don’t limit yourself to what we’ve covered in class!) 

· Then locate several scholarly articles that focus on these issues.  A good source for scholarly articles is your textbook (see the references at the end of each chapter) or go online to the SJSU Library website.  Be sure the articles you select are scholarly, not from the popular media, such as  Time, Newsweek, People Magazine. You should select 3-4 articles, and read through them to find at least two which relate most closely to the issues you are examining.

Your media review will develop two themes: (1) How these issues are portrayed in the popular media, (the film and book that you read)  (2) Compare and contrast the popular perception with the “reality” of these issues, as you have learned through your research, the textbook, and class discussions, in-class videos and guest speakers.

Your media review should be neatly typed, and free of spelling, grammar or sentence errors.  Include information from the film, the book, the scholarly articles and our textbook in your review, properly cited using APA (American Psychological Association) in-text citation format.  Media reviews should be 4-6 pages long.  Please number your pages, counting the first page of text as page one.  Staple this sheet to the front of your paper.

The reference page of your media review should list at least five sources, including the film and book you reviewed, the scholarly articles (minimum two), and the textbook listed in alphabetical order by author and in APA style format. A good source for APA guidelines is http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc.  Click on “Research and Documentation Online”, then click on “Social Sciences” which should take you to APA style guide.

Your media review should cover each of the following areas.  You should include these heading in your paper.

· Enticement:  Opening paragraph of the media review should grab your reader’s attention and make them want to read more.  Open with something from the film/TV show and/or the book.  What was purpose of this film/TV show and/or book? As a form of “popular media” how do they portray this aspect of our correctional system? 
· Examination:  What scholarly research has been done in this area?  Discuss the scholarly articles you found -- what were the researcher’s major concerns?  What was a strength of this research?  What was a weakness of this research?  Did the authors of the scholarly articles do a good job in writing them?  How are these issues addressed in our textbook? 

· Elucidation:  How does the content of this film/book compliment or contrast with what Clear and Cole or other scholarly researchers have to say about the subject?  How does the information in the popular media compare with what we have covered in JS 104, or to what you have studied in other classes?

· Evaluation:  How does the popular media (the book and film) contribute to the public perception of corrections/criminal justice?  Does it contribute in a positive or negative way?  In your opinion, what impact does the popular media have on the field of criminal justice?  
