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1. Sentencing Objectives

a. Retribution: let the punishment fit the crime

b. Vengeance:  society gains some measure of satisfaction knowing the criminal was punished

c. Incapacitation:  remove offender from society (imprisonment, deportation, execution)

d. Deterrence:  prevent crime by making example of offenders

e. Rehabilitation:  prevent future crime by changing offender’s behavior

2. Statutory Sentencing Structures: sentencing alternatives provided in penal codes

3. Sentencing Alternatives

a. Fines

b. Incarceration

· Indeterminate sentence: fixed minimum and fixed maximum terms

· Determinate sentence:  a fixed period of time, estab. by legislature

· Definite sentence: a fixed period of time with no reduction by parole

· Intermittent sentence:  time to be served on certain days as specified by court

· Mandatory sentence: a penal code provision that requires judge to persons convicted of certain crimes to prison terms

· “Three Strikes and You’re Out” (a form of definite sentence)

4. Disparities in Sentencing

a.
Causes:
indeterminate sentencing guidelines, discretionary power of judges, plea bargaining

b.
Sentencing reform efforts

c.
Concurrent and consecutive sentences







