JS 10

Instructor: Jan Hagemann

PROCEDURES FOR POLICE RIDE ALONG

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
San Jose Police Department:  This is a tough department with which to get a ride-along.  Call immediately to make a reservation to attend the next orientation.  Orientations are held the first Wednesday of each month.  (Call today to sign up for an orientation; they fill up quickly!)  You will need to provide name, address, phone and DOB for a background check before you will be allowed to go on a ride along.  

For further details, phone: (408) 277-4133.

Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department: To secure a ride with the Sheriff’s Dept. you must call for an appointment for the orientation, interview, and to fill out the paperwork.  You will need to provide name, address, phone and DOB for a background check. It will take about 4 weeks from the first phone call to get cleared to do the ride, so call today!  

For further details, call the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Community Services Division at (408) 808-4575, Monday – Thursday, 7:00AM - 4:00PM.

Other departments have different requirements, the smaller departments generally only require that you clear the ride along with the watch commander on duty at least 24 hours in advance, and that you sign a release of liability.  Call the department you are interested in to find out what they require.

A note of caution:  Bring something to read while you wait for your ride along.  You may have to wait for the officer to finish their briefing or to return to the station to pick you up.  It is not unusual to wait 15-45 minutes for the officer to arrive!

 Write up should be 3-4 pages, and must include:

· The date and time of ride

· The name of the agency, and the officer(s) with whom you rode 

· The beat/district you covered, and the shift

· The time and code number for the calls/stops you made, along with a description of the call/stop

· How did the officer(s) handle the situation?  

· What sort of style/personality did this (these) officer(s) have?  Compare their style to the styles described in Chapter 7.   

· Wrap up the field observation write up with your own thoughts about the experience.  What did you think about it? What did you learn that was new or surprising?

· Turn in your write up as soon as possible after completing your ride along.

