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Chapter 6: The Correctional Client

Chapter Objectives:

1.
What factors influence the offender selection system?

2.
What are the characteristics of the offenders who are under correctional supervision?

3.
What is the purpose of offender classification?

4.
How are offenders classified?

I.
Selection for the Corrections System (Be sure you understand the “filtering process”)


A.
Who gets arrested?


B.
Who goes to jail/prison?

II.
Types of Offenders (Which is the most difficult type of offender for corrections?  Which is the most dangerous offender to society?  How does that, or should that, affect correctional policy?)


A.
Situational offender (i.e., Susan Smith):


B.
Career criminal (i.e., Archie)


C.
Sex offender:

· Rapist:

· Child molester:

· Prostitute:


D.
Substance abuser

· Drug abuser:

· Alcohol abuser:


E.
Mentally ill offender (i.e., Alex Ocasio and Johnnie Baxstrom):

· De-institutionalization:


F.
Mentally handicapped offender (i.e., Eddie, Ron, Charlie, and Donald):


G.
Offenders with AIDS (i.e., Mike Camargo)



1.
Prevention:



2.
Housing:



3.
Medical care:


H.
Elderly offender (i.e., Grant Cooper):


I.
Long term offenders (i.e., Michael Santos):

III.
Classifying Offenders: Key Issues

A.
Overlap and ambiguity in classification of offender:


B.
Classification system:


C.
Classification and correctional programming:


D.
Behavioral probabilities:


E.
Sociopolitical pressure:


F.
Distinction in classification criteria:



1.
Offense criteria (seriousness of the crime)



2.
Risk criteria (future criminal conduct)



3.
Program criteria (correctional treatment plan)
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