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Chapter 4: The Punishment of Offenders

Chapter Objectives:

1.
The philosophy and goals of retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, and rehabilitation

2.
The determinate, indeterminate, mandatory, and presumptive sentences

3.
The types of intermediate sanctions

4.
The types of sentences judges may impose

5.
Whether the system treats wrong-doers equally

I.
The Purpose of Corrections
II.
Retribution (deserved punishment)


A.
Eye for an eye


B.
Justification of retribution


C.
Purpose/function of retribution

III.
Deterrence

A.
General deterrence


B.
Specific deterrence


C.
Justifications for deterrence


D.
Difficulties with the justification of deterrence

IV.
Incapacitation

A.
Lock ‘em up and throw away the key


B.
Banishment


C.
Prison


D.
Death penalty


E.
Justification for imprisonment


F.
Purpose/function of incapacitation

V.
Rehabilitation


A.
“Restoring convicted offender to a constructive place in society


B.
Offender-oriented treatment programs


C.
Justification for rehabilitation


D.
Purpose/function of rehabilitation


E.
Problems with the rehabilitation model?

VI.
Criminal Sanctions: a mixed bag


A.
Justifications for specific sanctions overlap


B.
Trial judge responsibility

VII.
Forms of Criminal Sanctions


A.
Incarceration



1.
Indeterminate sentence



2.
Determinate sentence



3.
Mandatory sentence



4.
Sentence versus actual time served


B.
Indeterminate sanctions


C.
Probation



1.
An act of grace by the state, it is not a right



2.
“Shock probation” (or “split probation”)


D.
Death

VIII.
The Sentencing Process


A.
Misdemeanor Courts: Assembly-line justice


B.
Felony Courts


C.
Attitudes and values of judges



1.
Disparity in sentencing



2.
Questions to consider: What was the explanation for the difference in sentencing between 




Pittsburgh judges and Minneapolis judges? (p. 86-87)  Does this concern you?


D.
Presentence report (PSI)


E.
Sentencing guidelines: An instrument, developed for judges, that indicates the usual sanctions



given previously to particular offenses



1.
Question to consider: Who gets the harshest sentences? Why?
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