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Chapter 3: The History of Corrections in America

Chapter Objectives:

1.
What are the basic goals and practices of the Pennsylvania System and the New York System?

2.
What are the key elements of the Cincinnati Declaration?

3.
Explain the importance and influence of the reformatory

4.
What is the nature of criminal behavior and its correction as advocated by the medical model?

5.
What are the key elements of the Positivist School and their influence on corrections?

6.
What were the beliefs and influence of the Progressives on corrections?

7.
What is the community model and how does it reflect the social/political values of the 1960’s & 1970’s?

8.
What led to the shift to the present crime control model of corrections?

I.
The Colonial Period


A.
Puritans


B.
English traditions


C.
William Penn and The Great Law

II.
The Arrival of the Penitentiary


A.
The Age of Enlightenment


B.
The Walnut Street Jail (1790)

III.
The Pennsylvania System

A.
The influence of the Quakers, Dr. Benjamin Rush and Benjamin Franklin


B.
England’s Penitentiary Act of 1799


C.
Expansion of the Walnut Street Jail



1.
Separate System (solitary confinement)


D.
Eastern Penitentiary (1829)


E.
The principles of the Pennsylvania System

IV.
The New York (Auburn) System


A.
Auburn Prison, remodeled in 1816 incorporated Separate System concepts, but was deemed a failure in 1822 (book date: 1824)


B.
Auburn Prison switched to the Congregate System in 1831


C.
The principles of the Auburn Prison


1.



2.



3.

V.
Debating the Systems


A.
Identify the pros and cons of each



1.
Pennsylvania (Separate)



2.
New York (Congregate/Silent)

VI.
Development of prisons in the South and West


A.
Southern penology



1.
“Black Laws”



2.
Lease system



3.
Penal farms


B.
Western Penology



1.
Leasing programs



2.
San Quentin (1852)

VII.
The Reformatory Movement


A.
Failure of the two competing penitentiary systems


B.
Alexander Maconochie and the Mark System (England)


C.
Sir Walter Crofton and the Irish System (1854)

VIII.
Cincinnati Declaration of 1870


A.
The assertions of the Cincinnati Declaration

IX.
Elmira Reformatory (1876)


A.
Zebulon Brockway, superintendent of Elmira


B.
Principles of Elmira Program

X.
Lasting Reforms of these movements


A.
The indeterminate sentence


B.
Classification


C.
Rehabilitation programs


D.
Parole

XI.
The Progressive Movement


A.
“The Age of Reform”


B.
Industrialization, urbanization, technological change and scientific advances


C.
The Progressives: upper class, educated, optimists believed civic-minded people could solve the problems of modern society


D.
The Positivist School



1.
The emphasis of the Positivist School



2.
Three basic assumptions of Positivist School




a.
Criminal behavior is not the result of free will, but is caused by factors over which the 





individual has no control




b.
Criminals can be treated or “cured”




c.
Treatment must be focused on the individual and their problem

XII.
Progressive Reforms


A.
Beliefs



1.
Improve conditions in social environments that seemed to be breeding grounds for crime



2.
Rehabilitate individual offenders


B.
Probation – John Augustus (1841)


C.
Indeterminate sentence


D.
Parole

XIII.
The Rise of the Medical Model (1930’s)


A.
Federal Bureau of Prisons (1929)


B.
Classification of inmates


C.
Paxtuxent Institution, Maryland (1955)


D.
Criticisms of the Medical/Treatment Model

XIV.
The Community Model (1960’s-1970’s)


A.
Reintegration of offender

XIV.
The Crime Control Model (1980’s-1990’s)


A.
Challenged indeterminate sentences/parole


B.
The cry for longer sentences


C.
Problems with rehabilitation


D.
The emergence of crime control

Key Terms
penitentiary




Congregate System


Benjamin Rush

separate confinement



Zebulon Brockway


Elam Lynds

Quaker code




Positivist School



contract labor system

community corrections



Medical Model



lease system

The Great Law of Pennsylvania

Eastern Penitentiary


Enoch Cobb Wines

Alexander Maconochie



Walnut Street Jail


reformatory

fixed sentences 




indeterminate sentences

Howard Gill

Mark System




ticket of leave



Sanford Bates

The Progressives



Anglican Code



crime control model

Age of Reform




William Penn

Hagemann - Spring 2005

