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Chapter 1: The Corrections System

I.
The Purpose of Corrections


A.
Punishment has been used as one means of social control


B.
Carry out the criminal sentence

II.
Systems Framework for Studying Corrections


A.
A system is a complex whole consisting of interdependent parts whose operations are directed towards common goals and influenced by the environment in which they function.


B.
Goals of Corrections



1.
Fair punishment



2.
Community protection


C.
Interconnectedness



1.
Sentencing



2.
Classification



3.
Supervision



4.
Programming



5.
Revocation


D.
Environment



1.
Correctional practices affect the community, and community values and expectations in 




turn will affect corrections


E.
Feedback



1.
Must get feedback in order to be a successful system – corrections system and their




environments tend to over respond to correctional failure but be less aware of success


F.
Complexity



1.
As time goes on, the correctional agencies grow and become more complex



2.
Used to be prison, probation, and parole – now it’s treatment, work centers, and




electronic monitoring 

III.
The Corrections System Today

A.
Corrections consists of many sub-units, each with its own functions and responsibilities


B.
Sub-units: probation offices, halfway houses, and prisons


C.
Federalism


D.
Prisons/jails

IV.
Key Issues in Corrections

A.
Managing the correctional organization



1.
Goals



2.
Funding



3.
Bureaucracy




- street level bureaucrats



4.
Interagency Coordination


B.
Working with the offenders



1.
Professional v. Nonprofessional Staff




a.
Professional: psychologists, counselors




b.
Nonprofessional: only high school diploma



2.
Uncertain technologies



3.
Exchange



4.
Uncertain correctional strategies

V.
Connecting Corrections and Social Relations

Key Terms
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