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Chapter 12: Incarceration of Women

Chapter Objectives:

1.
Understand why women are called the “forgotten offenders”

2.
Understand how the history of incarcerated women developed

3.
Experiences of incarceration for women

4.
Policy issues regarding the incarceration of women

5.
Problems women face when they are released

I.
Women: Forgotten Offenders
· Three pronged form of institutional sexism:

· Statistics on female offenders:

II.
Historical Perspective

· Elizabeth Gurney fry (1780-1845) – Observation in Visiting, Superintendence and Government of Female Prisons (1827)


A.
The Incarceration of Women in the United States



1.
1844: Women’s Prison Association (NY) – based their ideas on Fry’s ideas

· Goals to improve treatment of women in prison and separate them from male prisoners

· Relatively few women, treated essentially the same as men: overcrowded, neglected, forced to do chores to maintain prison (a woman’s work is never done, even in prison) and sexually exploited


B.
The Reformatory Movement



1.
House of Shelter – Zebulon Brockway



2.
1869 – Reformers/Quakers Sarah Smith and Rhoda Coffin inspected female prisons

· Separation of women from men

· Provision of differential care

· Female staff and management of female facilities

· Opportunities to learn domestic skills


C.
The Post-War II Years



1.
1940’s-1950’s: rehab programs introduced to women’s prisons



2.
Gender differences regarding prison issues

III.
Women in Prison

· Prison environment different than male environment

· Prison style is different


A.
Characteristics of Women in Prison:



1.
Statistical information on female prisoners




a.
offense: mostly minor (32% violent; 28% property crimes; 32% drug related)




b.
sentence: shorter than males’




c.
drug use: substantially high




d.
correctional history: 72% of prisoners had been on probation/incarcerated before


B.
The Subculture of Women’s Prisons:



1.
Social relationships are formed voluntarily




a.
rely on each other for support



2.
Take on roles as if they were living outside in the community as a family



3.
male v. female subcultures

IV.
Issues in the Incarceration of Women


A.
Educational and Vocational Training Programs


B.
Medical Services


C.
Mothers and Their Children

V.
Release to the Community

A.
Women need more training and support services than men
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