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Questions to help you prepare for Exam III

I will be using four or more of the following questions on the next exam.

1. List and explain two issues unique to female inmates. How do these issues differ from issues faced by their male counterparts? What should be done to address these issues? Why will this improve the system for female offenders?  [Ch.12]

2. It is said that when men are threatened, they adopt a “fight or flight” response to the threat; when women are threatened, they adopt a “gather and nurture” response.  Explain how these characteristics are reflected in male prisons vs. female prisons.  [Ch.12]

3. Describe the historical development of institutions for women in this country. Who influenced the development of female institutions? What philosophy were these early institutions based on and what advantages/disadvantages did this philosophy create for the female offender? [Ch.12]

4. There are three means by which an inmate may be released from prison: discretionary release, mandatory release and unconditional release. Explain what each release mechanism involves and its purpose in corrections. [Ch.15]

5. You have been selected as commissioner of corrections for your state and your first responsibility is to develop criteria for parole release. Describe the criteria you would select, why you selected them, why they will be more effective than what has been done in the past, and what problems they may present. [Ch.15]

6. The relationship between parolees, parole officers, and the bureaucracy can be considered a “game.” Explain what this game is and how each of the players “play” the game. What is each player’s objective in this game? [Ch.16]

7. List the differences in case management as mentioned in the chapter (i.e., the traditional model, program model, advocacy model, and broker model). What does each attempt to accomplish? Is there a preferred case management approach? If so, which one, and why would it be preferred over others? Finally, state what you believe to be the most complimentary relationship between the different styles that a parole officer may assume and the different case management models used by various agencies. [Ch.16]

8. Explain what community justice is. Why is it considered controversial? What are three benefits of community justice? What are three drawbacks to community justice? [Ch.22]

9. Compare and contrast the components, focus, players, and goals of community justice v. our traditional criminal justice system.  [Ch.22]

10. Now that we have finished the semester, you should have a good sense of the different ways in which our criminal justice system deals with offenders. One area of criminal justice that is confusing to the public is probation and parole. Although they are similar in some respects, they are two very different sanctions. How does the purpose of each sanction differ? What are the benefits of each sanction? What are the drawbacks to each? [Ch. 8,9,15,16]

11. Now that we have finished the semester, you should have a good sense of the many challenges facing corrections in the United States today. The manner in which these dilemmas are handled will profoundly impact the face of corrections in the 21st century. The dilemmas cited in the Epilogue are: Mission, Methods, Structure, Personnel, and Costs of Corrections in the Future. Select 2 of these challenges and explain why they pose such a problem, how corrections should address the problem, and how this will impact the future of corrections in the United States. [Epilogue]

Additional things to review include your notes from guest speaker Evan Suzuki, court cases regarding probation and parole, key terms found in the margins of the text, and “Questions for Inquiry” at the beginning of each chapter.

