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Chapter 4

Criminal Statistics and the Extent of Crime
Why is it important to know about crime statistics?  What can they be used for?  How accurate are these statistics?

I. Uniform Crime Reports  (Source – the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 1930)

1. Voluntary reports from Law enforcement agencies: “crimes known to police or arrests”

2. Part I and Part II offenses

3. Problems with the UCR

a. Concealment by victims

b. Nonreporting by authorities

c. Methods of reporting at the local level



4.
Value of UCR

II. National Crime Victimization Surveys   (Source –Dept. of Justice, with the Census Bureau, 1972)

1. Surveyed random sample of the public (135,000 people)

2. Problems with NCVS



3.
Value of NCVS

III. Self Reported Criminal Behavior “The dark figure of crime”

A. Source—Public (Honest citizen or criminal?)

1. Advantages

2. Problems

IV. Value of collecting statistical data on crime and criminal behavior

V.
Be prepared to compare UCR and NCVS for exam
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