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Chapter 14

From Walnut Street to Alcatraz…

I. Determinism vs. Free Will: the theories of crime causation

A. The Classical School  (Cesare Beccaria, 1738-1794) (Ch.14)

1. Social Contract theory

2. Concept of free will

3. System of rational punishment, appropriate to the crime

4. Swift and sure punishment will deter

5. The purpose of punishment is to deter criminal behavior

B. The Positivist School of Criminology  (Cesare Lombroso, 1836-1909)  (Ch.2, pg. 48-49)

1. Crime is determined, it does not “just happen”

2. Rejects the notion that the individual exercises freedom of choice

3. Criminals are fundamentally different from the non-criminal, therefore the objective should be to determine the factors which cause criminal behavior

II. European punishment for criminal behavior historically brutal, very physical and severe

III. American colonies less brutal by comparison to European standards, utilized public humiliation and incarceration

IV. American Prisons

A. Walnut Street Jail (Philadelphia, 1790)

1. Model prison – first penitentiary

2. The Separate System/Eastern Penitentiary and Western Penitentiary

B. Auburn Prison (New York, 1823) 

1. The Silent System/Auburn Prison

2. Beginning of the Industrial Prison

C. Prison Industries

1. Contract system

2. Piece-price system

3. Lease system 

4. State account system 

5. State-use system

D. Opposition to Prison Industries

1. Reformatory Movement -- humanitarian concerns

2. American Federation of Labor (AFL, 1880)  -- financial concerns

3. Hawes Cooper Act, Ashurst-Sumners Act, Walsh-Healy Act – political response

E. The Reformatory Era

1. Alexander Maconochie  (Norfolk Island, Australia, 1840)

i. “Mark System” 

2. Sir Walter Crofton  (Ireland)

i. “Irish System”

ii. ticket-of-leave – precursor to today’s parole

3. Zebulon Brockway  (Elmira Reformatory, 1876)

i. emphasized education, self-esteem

ii. strict regimen, high standards

iii. good food, housing, clean facilities

iv. ample opportunity for religious instruction

F. Federal Penitentiaries (authorized by Congress 1891)

1. Historically inmates convicted of federal offenses housed in state prisons

2. Several acts of Congress resulted in sudden increase in federal offenders

i. Mann Act (1910)

ii. Volstead Act (1919) AKA “Prohibition”

iii. National Motor Vehicle Theft Act (1919)

3. Federal Bureau of Prisons authorized (1930)

G. Jails

1. Europe: historically wretched places – filthy, inmates exploited, no food provided

2. Hulks, gaols

H. Contemporary Jails in U.S.

1. First generation

2. Second generation

3. Third generation

�








