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PROCEDURES FOR COURT

FIELD OBSERVATIONS

If you wish to visit a courtroom for your field observation, there are many in our area.  Here are some of them.  You should plan to spend a minimum of four hours in court.  Generally you may just drop into a court and observe, however, if you wish to see a particular type of case or court proceeding, I suggest you call first.  The court clerk should be able to advise you of the time and location of various cases being heard that week.

FEDERAL COURTS

United States Court of Appeals – Ninth Circuit
United States District Court 

Marathon Plaza, South Tower 


(Northern Calif.)

303 Second Street Suite 600



Federal Building

San Francisco, CA 94107



280 South First Street

(415) 396-9666




San Jose, CA 95113

STATE COURTS

California Supreme Court (oral arguments are
Calif. Court of Appeals – 6th District

not heard in SF regularly – be sure to call first)
333 West Santa Clara St.  Room 1060

Marathon Plaza, South Tower


San Jose, CA 95113

303 Second Street  Room 8023


(408) 277-1004

San Francisco, CA 94107

(415) 396-9400

SANTA CLARA COUNTY COURTS

SUPERIOR COURT

Criminal Court





Palo Alto Branch Court

190 West Hedding Street



270 Grant Ave.  Room 202

San Jose, CA 95110




Palo Alto, CA 94306

(408)  808-6800

Juvenile Court (Observations on case by case basis – call to inquire)
840 Guadalupe Parkway

San Jose, CA 95110

(408) 808-6211

MUNICIPAL COURT

There are quite a few, check your local phone book for the one closest to you.  Here are a few:

San Jose-Milpitas Court Facility


Santa Clara Court Facility

200 West Hedding Street



1095 Homestead Road

San Jose, CA 95110




Santa Clara, CA 95050

Sunnyvale-Cupertino Court Facility


Los Gatos-Campbell-Saratoga Court Facility

605 West El Camino Real



14205 Capri Drive

Sunnyvale, CA  94087



Los Gatos, CA 95030

Gilroy-Morgan Hill Court Facility

7350 Rosanna Street

Gilroy, CA 95020

Instructions for Court Write Up

Remember, you should plan to spend a minimum of four hours in court.  Write up should be three to five pages, typed, double-spaced, and must include:

· Name and location of the court in which you did your observation

· Nature of the proceedings (arraignment, trial, sentencing…)

· Members of the courtroom workgroup present during the proceeding. Include names and description of the role each member played in court during this(these) proceedings.  How did these “real life” players compare to what was described in Chapters 11 and 12?

· A complete description of what you observed – What did the courtroom look like? How were the players dressed? What was your impression of each player? Who was the most compelling person you saw in court? Why did that person impress you?  What was the defendant like?

· Describe the proceedings and outcome of the case(s).  If you didn’t hear end of a case, what do you expect the outcome will be, based on what you observed?  (You may also call the court to find out the disposition of a case if you didn’t get to see the end of the trial.  It would be a nice way to be able to wrap up your courtroom observation!)

· Your impressions – were you surprised by what you saw? Was this what you expected court to be like?

