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COPS: BEHIND THE BADGE

Read through the following questions, and take notes as we watch the movie.  Then answer the questions, supporting your opinions with evidence from the movie and from the book. 

Type up your responses and turn in at the next class meeting.

1. What examples in the movie help the viewer to understand the stress police officers face on the job?

2. When you hear these officers talk about “bad” cops, the consensus seems to be that cops stick together, no matter what.  What was the rationale for this attitude presented in the movie?  Do you agree or disagree? Why?

3. What about police discretion – the decision to arrest or not arrest?  How much discretion do you think the officer on the street should have?  Why?

4. Do you think these officers would be less cynical if they were doing foot patrol?  What if they were doing community policing?  Why?

5. Consider the “Crime Control” and “Due Process” theories of criminal justice.  Which theory do you think the police in the movie would support?  Why?

