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CONVICTS ON THE STREET: One Year on Parole

This HBO special tracks the caseload of Agent Alex Estrada, a parole agent in Long Beach, California.  As you watch, keep track of the progress of these parolees in particular:


Eddie Bell


Louis Howard

Steve Cisneros


Mike Cruz

1. After seeing the entire film, which of these individuals belong back in prison, or on parole? 

2. How did/does the system help them?

3. If you could determine their future, what would you do with them? 

4. Based on your answers to the previous three questions, do you find yourself advocating the Classical or Positivist School of Criminology?  Explain why.

5. The movie opens by saying the parole agents have more power than the police.  Why is this?

6. What are some of the arguments against parole discussed in Ch. 17?  After watching this movie and reading about Michael Staley (p.591 and 627) what do you think about parole?  Should it be abolished?  Why?

