JS 100W

Fall 2005

Research Paper Assignment

Introduction:

The purpose of the writing workshop is to teach you, the student, how to read critically, and to communicate clearly and concisely in a professional style. This assignment is designed to provide a medium through which you can improve your research and writing skills while increasing your knowledge about the criminal justice system. 

The final product of the assignment will be a paper on the general topic of Substance Abuse. The more specific thesis of the paper will be left to the student and may concern a government or private agency, organization or treatment modality involved in treatment of substance abuse, or enforcement of laws related to substance abuse, such as driving under the influence. Agencies may include, but are not limited to probation’s drunk driving unit, police drug enforcement agencies, DEA, Drug Court, Santa Clara County Department of Alcohol and Drug Services (DADS), ALANON, AA, Pathway Society, ARH House on the Hill, and so on. The paper may be an evaluation of the agency, or a comparison of different enforcement techniques, or comparison of modalities used for treatment.  One could, for example, compare California drunk driving laws with Canada’s, or compare AA twelve-step treatment with cognitive behavioral modalities.

The task of writing the paper will be spread out through the semester in several steps, beginning with choosing a specific topic and a thesis, finding evidence to support the thesis, developing an outline, and finally composing the best paper you have ever written! This paper is intended to be a fairly complete exploration of the topic, culminating with a recommendation for specific action intended to address the issues being examined.

The principal skill to be developed is research and the use of documentation to support the thesis. Therefore there will be substantial practice reading and paraphrasing articles from scholarly journals.

Step One: Choosing a topic [due  Week 2] 

Your instructors have chosen the general topic of “Substance Abuse”, but you must develop a more specific topic. Ask yourself, “In the context of the substance abuse, what would I like to know more about,” and, “is there an area in which I already have particular knowledge?”  For example, if you are presently employed with or intend to pursue a career with a particular criminal justice agency, you might consider examining whether that agency is involved in control or treatment of substance abuse and whether the needs of their constituency are being satisfied or frustrated.

After choosing a topic, you will conduct document research on the web and at the library, and you will conduct interviews with service providers, including professionals and administrators or people who are the recipients of the service provided by the agency. You will narrow your topic to one that can be handled in a relatively short (8-10 page) paper. 

Example of specific topic: Are the needs of pregnant drug addicts being met by perinatal drug treatment programs in Santa Clara County, including ARH House on the Hill, and Blossoms Perinatal Center.

Step Two: Development of Thesis (Thesis Presentation, Reference List, and Annotated Literature Review)  [due  Week 4]

A crucial step in writing is the determination of a thesis. The thesis differs from the topic in that the topic tells what you are writing about, while the thesis states what you are going to say about the topic. For example, if the topic is "driving under the influence of alcohol," then one might develop the following thesis: “Increasing penalties for driving under the influence has not resulted in reduced DUI accidents.”

Keep in mind that you are not being graded on your opinion, but on your ability to communicate and support a point of view (your thesis). Supporting the thesis means utilizing evidence to clarify and support the point of view, and that evidence comes from your research.

The Thesis Presentation, Reference List, and Annotated Literature Review are three separate assignments.  There will be a separate handout on the requirements for the preliminary and follow-up interviews.

· Thesis Presentation Will be an oral presentation.  The document you bring to class on the day of the presentation will include the web page of the agency you plan to study (if one is available), a paragraph or two, (less than one page long), in which the topic and thesis are stated and briefly explained, the name, title and agency of your interviewee(s), and a list of proposed questions for your preliminary interview(s).  

· Reference list is at least ten sources which you have found that are related to the topic. The reference list should be typed up in APA reference list format. This is a preliminary listing just to show that you are able to do the research and find appropriate articles. Not all of the articles will be used in the final paper. 

· Annotated Literature Review is a list of at least four of the scholarly articles that you will be using to write your paper. The list will be annotated, that is, each article will be briefly summarized.  Each citation should be approximately one half page long, single-spaced, with the name of the article, and the author’s name underlined. and a brief summary of the article, Following your annotation, identify the information or data from this article which you intend to use and why it will be of value to your paper.  See page 161-167 of CJSWM for instructions on preparing an annotated bibliography.

After the Thesis has been presented in class, the student’s progress and the viability of the thesis will be discussed. Whether a thesis is viable for the research paper depends to a large degree on the availability of articles, peer reviewed and otherwise, in support of the thesis. If you run into trouble finding articles to include on the reference list, go see your 100W instructor or a librarian for guidance.

Step Three: Preparation of Outline  [due  Week 7]

A detailed outline is necessary before writing a paper. Creating a more detailed outline is easy once the research has been substantially completed. Creating an outline is a matter of organizing the discussion of the various articles in support of or opposition to the thesis.  For tips on outlining see CJSWM, pages 18-20 and page 207 for a sample outline format.

Step Four: Writing a draft  [due  Week 10]

Getting started on the first draft of a paper is often very difficult. However, having all the preliminary work done will simplify the task. The draft is just an elaboration of the outline. At this point, provided you have kept up, the paper should practically write itself. Keep in mind that this is just a draft and the sooner you begin this step the better.  You should be able to write more freely and actually enjoy this process if you are not too pressed for time. 

Note: Having the draft completed on time is particularly important, because late papers may miss the opportunity for a peer review. Consequently, there will be major deductions for late draft submission. The draft must be at minimum five pages. (Important bonus: A draft that is exceptional may be accepted by the instructor as the final paper!)

The draft must include the reference list with a minimum of seven total sources: at least two interviews, and five additional references which you found, two of which must be scholarly.  In addition, you may use the articles from the critiques and diagnostics.

After your draft is submitted, you will meet with the instructor to go over the draft and the peer review. 

Step Five: The final paper  [due Week 14]

The final paper must be at least eight (8) neatly typed pages, exclusive of the title page and reference page, typed in standard font, size 12, double-spaced, 1.25 inch margins. It will include: 

I. Title page

II. Abstract of your paper (1/2 page, maximum, single-spaced) 

III. Outline of your paper

IV. Text of paper (8-10 pages)

V. Reference page in correct APA format

VI. Draft with peer review attached. 

Your paper will be graded based upon the scoring guide, which is attached. 

RESEARCH PAPER/CASE STUDY  SCORE SHEET

FORMAT: Did you follow instructions for this assignment?
_____
Title page

_____   Abstract

_____   Outline 

_____
Pages numbered

_____
Correct APA in-text citation format

_____
Correct APA reference page format

_____  Appropriate sources used

_____
Rough draft attached

_____
Editor’s critique attached

CONTENT: Did you understand the reading and information you collected for this assignment?  Were you able to incorporate what you learned into a compelling argument? 

_____
Strong, effective opening

_____  Appropriate explanation of agency’s history, goals and mission

_____
Clarity of purpose: identified “problem” within agency and proposed solution

_____
Appropriate use of data from your research, especially your literature review 

_____
Appropriate use of information from your interview (establish credibility 

of your interviewee, well-integrated quotes)


_____
Explained value of project


_____
Effective, compelling closing


_____  Originality of ideas, demonstrates insight into issues/problem/solution 



_____  Overall organization of paper

MECHANICS: Is writing at college level?  Did you proofread your paper before submitting? 


_____
Appropriate grammar


_____
Appropriate punctuation


_____
Appropriate use of vocabulary


_____
Syntax


_____  Fragments/Run-on sentences


_____  Spelling/Typing errors
