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The process of writing a book review helps the writer learn about the book they are reviewing, understand how the public might view a particular issue as covered in the popular media (the book) and take the information from the book they have read and apply it to the field of corrections. A good book review will explain what the book is about, and how the material in the book relates to the reality of our correctional system.

Select a book that addresses the same correctional issues addressed in the film/television show you reviewed. Those issues might be a particular type of prison system, jails, parole, death penalty, juvenile justice issues, women in prison, or alternative sentencing issues.  The book may be fiction or non-fiction, but must deal with correctional issues covered in our textbook, so that you can compare your book to what we have covered in class. 

Your book review should follow the format below, should be neatly typed, and should be free of spelling, grammar or sentence errors.  Include citations from the book and our textbook in your review, using APA (American Psychological Association) style format.  Book reviews should be 3-4 pages long.

The reference page of your book review should include two references, the book your are reviewing and the textbook in alphabetical order and in APA style:

Clear, T.R. & Cole, G.F., (2000). American corrections. (6th ed.). Belmont: Wadsworth.

Your book review should examine the book using the following guide.  Please use the headings for each part of your review.  (Note: You will not be discussing the film you reviewed in this assignment.)

· Enticement:  Opening paragraph of the review should grab your reader’s attention and make them want to read more.  Then sum up the objective of the book – what was the author’s purpose in writing this book?  Did they accomplish it?
· Examination:  What was the book about?  What were the author’s major points?  What was a strength of this book?  What was a weakness of this book?  Did the author do a good job in writing this book?  What could the author have done to improve it?

· Elucidation:  What is the value of this book to the field of corrections?  (What is this author’s expertise?  What other books have been written by this author?) How does the content of this book compliment or contrast with what Clear and Cole have to say about the subject? Examine the entire textbook to find information that relates to your topic; don’t limit yourself to what we’ve covered in class! How does the information in this book compare with what we have covered in class, or to what you have studied in other classes?

· Evaluation:  Once the reader understands what a book is attempting to do, they need to know the extent to which the book succeeded. How does this book contribute to the field of corrections/criminal justice?  Who would benefit from reading this book?  Why? 
