Suggested Reading for JS104 – Corrections & Society

The following list contains books former students have read, as well as books I have read or heard are good.  If you find a book not on this list, and think it is a good book for this assignment, please submit the name, author,  and a brief summary of the book so it can be included in future books lists.  Thank you!

Autobiographies

A Hole in My Life, by Jack Gantos

A Life in the Balance: The Billy Wayne Sinclair Story

Autobiography of Billy McCune, by B.D. McCune.
Confession of an Executioner, by Donald Cabana.

· Cabana tells his stories of 20-plus years in corrections in Massachusetts, Florida, Missouri, and Mississippi.

Disguised as a Poem: My years Teaching Poetry at San Quentin, by Judith Tannenbaum

Life in Prison, by Stanley “Tookie” Williams.

· Williams is the cofounder of the notorious Crips gang and a death-row inmate, serving time at San Quentin.  However, in his two decades of incarceration, he has earned himself a 2001 Nobel Peace Prize nomination by becoming a respected author and activist against gang warfare.

The Prisoner’s Wife, by Asha Bandele.

· Poet Asha Bandele writes of her relationship with Rashid, a man serving 20-to-life for murder.  She met him while she was visiting the prison to read poetry, and then married him five years later, while he was still in prison.

Education of a Felon, by Edward Bunker

· Documenting not only his survival, but especially his amazing ability and drive to write while serving eighteen years in the California prison system.

Life Without Parole, by Victor Hassine

· An inmate’s account of life at Graterford prison in Pennsylvania.

Monster, by Say Sanyika Shakur

· An autobiography of an LA gang member.
Sleepers, by Lorenzo Carcaterra

· Journalist Carcaterra tells his story of growing up in the tough New York City neighborhood of Hell’s Kitchen in the 1960’s, and the psychological, physical and sexual abuse he and his friends faced in a juvenile facility for boys.

Soledad Brother, by George Jackson

· Written between 1964 and 1970 while serving time in Soledad prison for robbery, the letters reveal the brutality and racism faced by prisoners and call for unity among African Americans.  Jackson gained notoriety shortly before his death in 1970 when his brother unsuccessfully tried to free him at gunpoint when Jackson and two others were on trial for killing a guard.

I Shoulda Been Home Yesterday, by David Harris

· The author was born and raised in Fresno and attended Stanford University.  He was active in the civil rights movement in Mississippi and became a national leader in the opposition to the Vietnam War.  In 1968 he resisted the draft and spent nearly two years in federal prisons.  

Morgan’s Run, by Colleen McCullough and Tim Curry.

· This tells of the settlement of New South Wales, Australia, by British soldiers and convicts.  Richard Morgan, unjustly convicted of extortion, is sentenced to transport and seven years of service.
Twice Pardoned, by Harold Morris.

· The story of the life of a convict, pardoned not only for a crime, but also for a life gone wrong.

Gangs
Female Gangs in America, by Chesney-Lind and Hagedorn.

· Articles that examine the lives of girl gang members in African American and Chicano communities, exploring the relations between socioeconomic status and violence from different theoretical perspectives.

Going Down to the Barrio: Homebays and Homegirls in Change, by J.W. Moore. 

· A sequel to Homebays: Gangs, Drugs, and Prison in the Barrios of LA.  It traces the 45 years of two Chicano youth gangs in Los Angeles.

Homeboys: Gangs, Drugs, and Prison in the Barrios of L.A, by J.W. Moore.
The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton.

· A story of a group of young boys growing up in a rough city surrounded by violence, who must learn how to stand up for each other and defend their turf.

Monster, by Say Sanyika Shakur

· An autobiography of an LA gang member.
8 Ball Chicks, by Gini Sikes

· A year in the violent world of girl gangsters.
Juveniles

A Kind and Just Parent, by William Ayers.

· The lives of juvenile within a Chicago detention center, as well as their lives on the outside.

Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of Juvenile Court, by B.C. Feld.

· This book explores the social and legal changes that have transformed the juvenile court in the last three decades from a nominally rehabilitative welfare agency into a scaled-down criminal court for young offenders.

No Matter How Loud I Shout, by Edward Humes.

· Gripping accounts of how future criminals are shaped as youths and how the system misses the chance to help them.

Somebody Else’s Children: The Courts, the Kids, and the Struggle to Save America’s 

Troubled Families, by John Hubner and Jill Wolfson.

· Santa Clara County’s Juvenile Justice System.

Sleepers, by Lorenzo Carcaterra

· Journalist Carcaterra tells his story of growing up in the tough New York City neighborhood of Hell’s Kitchen in the 1960’s, and the psychological, physical and sexual abuse he and his friends faced in a juvenile facility for boys.

8 Ball Chicks, by Gini Sikes

· A year in the violent world of girl gangsters.

Youth in Prison: We the People of Unit Four, by Bortner and Williams

· Offers insight to the lives of incarcerated youths during—and, equally as important, before and after—their involvement with the penal system.

True Notebooks: A Writer’s Year at Juvenile Hall,  by Mark Salzman

· This author spent a year working with “high risk” offenders in a deteriorating L.A. Correctional 
holding facility.  Readers get to know the inmates from one class session to the next, as Salzman captures some valuable truths about life on the streets and in jail.

Life in Prison

A Life for a Life, James A. Paluch

· A 19 year old is sentenced to life without parole – this book tells his story of 
life in prison.

About Prisons, by Michael Santos

· A young man is sentenced to 45 years in prison and tells what it is like to live 
in prison today.

And I Loved Them: Voices of A Prison Ministry, by Josephine Migliore and David Whitaker.

· Sister Josephine reflects on fourteen years of friendship and counseling with inmates awaiting sentencing; also includes letters and writings of the inmates.

The Big House: Life Inside a Supermax Security Prison, by Warden James H. Bruton

· The Big House is a frightening insider’s look at life in a world famous, maximum-security prison from a warden’s perspective.  You’ll experience life beyond the massive coils of razor wire into the cells of some of America’s most dangerous prisoners, and see the shocking reality of working everyday with murderers, robbers, rapists and thieves.

My Life Has Stood a Loaded Gun, by Theo Padnos

· Fed up with sterile academics, Padnos leaves school to teach literature at the

            Woodstock Jail in Vermont.  With a syllabus of Walt Whitman and Mark Twain, Padnos attempts to connect with his thug students.  His expeience is depressing, poignant and twistedly funny all at once.  Part reporter’s notebook and part diary, Loaded Gun is a look at the lives of criminals what are as brash, insecure and hopeful as teenagers.

Confession of an Executioner, by Donald Cabana.

·  Cabana tells his stories of 20-plus years in corrections in Massachusetts, Florida, Missouri, and Mississippi.

Dead Run, by Joe Jackson.

· This is the story of Dennis Stockton, mastermind of one of the most daring prison breaks in American history.  This book reveals much about the prison system in general, including institutionalized corruption, power-hungry guards, inmates, and prison officers.

Disguised as a Poem: My years Teaching Poetry at San Quentin, by Judith Tannenbaum

Doing Life: Reflections of Men and Women Serving Life Sentences, by Howard Zehr.

· A collection of photographs and interviews of nearly sixty individuals serving life-without-parole sentences.

Gates of Injustice, by Alan Eisner

· A compelling expose of the U.S. prison system.  This book gives chilling insight into the human cost of America’s massive use of incarceration: it tells how more than 2 million people came to be incarcerated, what it REALLY like on the inside, and how the prison system promotes imprisonment over other correctional solutions. (Highly recommended by 104 students!!)
God of the Rodeo, by Daniel Bergner

· A bare-knuckled and in-depth portrait of the lives, motivations, hopes and failures of seven hard-timers incarcerated in one of the most notorious prisons in America.  This insightful author dissects the curious relationship of the captives and the captor, a seemingly born-again Christian warden.  Mr. Bergner reveals America’s hypocrisy about prisons and rehabilitation.

Going Up the River, by Joe Hallinan.

· A comprehensive history of the prison system in America, and the trends that have shaped the corrections industry over the years.  A look also at the prisoners, their jailers, and their families.

I Shoulda Been Home Yesterday, by David Harris

· The author was born and raised in Fresno and attended Stanford University.    
He was active in the civil rights movement in Mississippi and became a 
national leader in the opposition to the Vietnam War.  In 1968 he resisted the 
draft and spent nearly two years in federal prisons.  

In the Belly of the Beast, by J. Abbott

· A selection of letters about prison life in America.

Life in Prison, by Stanley “Tookie” Williams.

· Williams is the cofounder of the notorious Crips gang and a death-row inmate, currently incarcerated in San Quentin.  However, in his two decades of incarceration, he has earned himself a 2001 Nobel Peace Prize nomination by becoming a respected author and activist against gang warfare.
Life Sentences: Rage and Survival Behind Bars, by Wilbert Rideau and Ron Wikberg.

· Written by prisoners, it reveals the world of prison and one prison’s attempt at reform.

Shakespeare Behind Bars: the Power of Drama in a Women’s Prison, by Jean Trounstine.

Soledad Brother, by George Jackson

· Written between 1964 and 1970 while serving time in Soledad prison for robbery, the letters reveal the brutality and racism faced by prisoners and call for unity among African Americans.  Jackson gained notoriety shortly before his death in 1970 when his brother unsuccessfully tried to free him at gunpoint when Jackson and two others were on trial for killing a guard.

The Funhouse Mirror: Reflections on Prison, by Robert Ellis Gordon.

· An examination of prison experiences seen from both inside and out.

The Hot House: Life Inside Leavenworth Prison, by Pete Early.

· An account of life in Leavenworth Prison, based on interviews with inmates and others.

The Prisoner’s Wife, by Asha Bandele.

· Poet Asha Bandele writes of her relationship with Rashid, a man serving 20-to-life for murder.  She met him while she was visiting the prison to read poetry, and then married him five years later, while he was still in prison.

Women in Prison: Inside the Concrete Womb, by K. Watterson.

· A look in women in prison.  This book describes the psychological conditions in which most incarcerated people have to live.

Education of a Felon, by Edward Bunker

· Documenting not only his survival, but especially his amazing ability and drive to write while serving eighteen years in the California prison system.

Acres of Skin, by Allen Hornblum

· Hornblum tells the story of medical experiments, ended in 1974, on prisoners in a Philadelphia prison.

Birdman of Alcatraz, by Thomas E. Gaddis

· Robert Stoud was sentenced to life in solitary confinement.  He found solace in the birds that landed outside his cell window; for years he studied them and eventually wrote several books on their behavior.

Women in Prison

Doing Life: Reflections of Men and Women Serving Life Sentences, by Howard Zehr.

· A collection of photographs and interviews of nearly sixty individuals serving life-without-parole sentences.

Going Down to the Barrio: Homebays and Homegirls in Change, by J.W. Moore. 

· A sequel to Homebays: Gangs, Drugs, and Prison in the Barrios of LA..  It traces the 45 years of two Chicano youth gangs in Los Angeles.

In the Mix: Struggle and Survival in a Women’s Prison, by Barbara Owen.

The Farm: Life Inside a Women’s Prison, by Andi Rierden.

The Prisoner’s Wife, by Asha Bandele.

· Poet Asha Bandele writes of her relationship with Rashid, a man serving 20-to-life for murder.  She met him while she was visiting the prison to read poetry, and then married him five years later, while he was still in prison.

Shakespeare Behind Bars: The Power of Drama in a Women’s Prison, by Jean 
Trounstine.

Too Much Time: Women in Prison, by Jane Evelyn Atwood.

· Describes society’s attitude to the issue of women, crime, and incarceration.

Women in Prison: Inside the Concrete Womb, by K. Watterson.

· A look in women in prison.  This book describes the psychological conditions in which most incarcerated people have to live.

Parole

Paroled, but not Free, by Erickson, Crow, Zurchant.

Life on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett by Jennifer Gonnerman

· A groundbreaking work of reportage on the hidden consequences of America's prison boom Life On the Outside tells the story of Elaine Bartlett, who spent sixteen years in Bedford Hills prison for selling cocaine-a first offense under New York's harsh Rockefeller drug laws. The book opens on the morning of January 26, 2000, when she is set free, having received clemency from the governor. At forty-two, Elaine has virtually nothing: no money, no job, no real home. "I left one prison to come home to another," Elaine says. Over the next months, she clashes with her daughters, hunts for a job, visits her son and her husband in prison, negotiates the rules of parole, searches for her own home-and campaigns for the repeal of the sentencing guidelines that led to her long prison term.

In recent years, the United States has imprisoned more than two million people while making few preparations for their eventual release. Now these prisoners are coming home in record numbers, as unprepared for "life on the outside" as society is for them. Writing with a passion and an empathy Jennifer Gonnerman calls attention to this mounting national crisis by crafting an intimate family portrait-a story of struggle and survival, guilt and forgiveness, loneliness and love.
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