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BEHIND THE BLUE WALL

Instructions:  Note that some of the questions have more than one part.  In order to get full credit for each, you must address each part of the question.  Please type out your answers in complete sentences.  This assignment is due next class period.  Extra Credit question may be turned in separately, within two weeks.

1. What is the “blue wall of silence”?

2. When Police Commissioner William Bratton took over New York Police Department, he was charged with reducing crime in New York by 40%.  To accomplish this, he focused on “quality of life” issues.  What are “quality of life” issues, and how does focusing on them reduce overall crime rates?  How does Bratton’s approach compare to the concept of community policing as covered in Ch. 7?  Explain what community policing is, and how it is similar to and different from Bratton’s “quality of life” approach.  

3. Under his leadership, the NYPD reported 250,000 fewer violent crimes; gun murders went down 77%, however, there were 5,000 complaints against the police.  Is the increase in complaints justified by the reduced crime and gun deaths?  Why?

4. Recently the NYPD has begun using what is referred to as the Corporate approach to policing.  If crime rates don’t drop when police resources have been applied to an area, the precinct commander in charge of that area is replaced.  Do you agree with this practice?  What problems might this approach to policing create?

5. Although this video does not directly address the issue of police discretion, it is full of examples of police discretion.  What is police discretion?  Do the advantages of discretion outweigh the disadvantages?  Why?      

6. Former NYPD officer and Criminologist James Fyfe said police officers should be required to have a four-year college degree.  How might having a college degree reduce incidents of police brutality?  Do you agree with Fyfe?  Why?

Extra Credit:

7. Do you agree with the assertion made in this video that the media is partially responsible for the public’s negative perception of the police?  Find 2 recent (since Sept. ’05) articles on cases of police brutality within the United States, then 2 recent articles commending an action taken by a police officer or department.  Summarize each and explain which articles you found more compelling and why.  Which do you think the general public would find more compelling?  

(10 pts. possible)

