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Every student is required to serve as discussion leader at least once during the semester.   There are two reasons for this requirement:  studies show that one of the best ways to learn a subject is to teach it, and second, student participation is such an important part of this class that hopefully, everyone will participate more because they know what it’s like to be on the hot seat….

Depending on the topic, you and your partner/s will have 20-30 minutes to present/set-up the reading and lead class discussion on the selected article.   The best way to prepare is simply to do the assigned reading early, spend a couple of days occasionally thinking about it, then go back and read it again.  Be sure to give yourself enough time to let the ideas percolate in your head, so you can figure out both what the articles are arguing, and what you think about it.  Look for a dilemma, a problem, a paradox, a contradiction between two thinkers on a subject.  Ideally, talk or email with your partner and figure out what the main points of the article are—the basic idea that you think your classmates should cover/know.  

Before class, here are some preparation tips:
· Read carefully and read ahead—this will allow you to digest the readings and prepare an outline and questions for the discussion. 

· Read all of the articles for the week before focusing on your selected article.

· Identify and outline the key concepts as you read the selected article. 

· Think about how the readings relate to the week’s topic.  How do they relate or address other topics we have discussed in the course so far?  What new questions or issues do these articles address? 

· Remember, you are not responsible for addressing everything in the readings!  Just identify the main arguments, themes, and present some highlights you believe are worth discussing in greater detail.  Or you might present the areas that you think are unclear, that you don’t understand—discussion can start anywhere. 

· Look again at the guidelines for reading notes—what is the author’s main argument?  What kind of evidence do they draw on to support their argument?  Are they arguing against a particular position or approach?  If so, what is it?

· What was the most valuable aspect of the reading?  Did it give you some new insight or perspective?  

On the day of class:

· Prepare an outline of your presentation.  Your outline is due on the day of your presentation.  Make sure to print out two copies so you can keep one.

· You may use notes, transparencies, images, whatever-- for your presentation, if you wish (max. 5-10 minutes), but your primary job is to raise two or three of the most important points for discussion.  

· As long as we get an overview of the arguments made in the reading, you may do your presentation in any way that you find effective.  Possibilities include a staged debate, individual study guides, small group study guides, mini-quiz, freewriting, skits, images…)

· A few final tips:  

· remember that it's hard to discuss final conclusions, but it's easy (and fun and useful) to discuss arguments for possible conclusions.
· avoid askin yes-or-no questions or questions with obvious factual answers.
· ask small, detailed questions (like "what's the argument for this conclusion?") before large, abstract questions (like "how does this compare with what so-and-so said?").
Feel free to email me, catch me after class, or come to office hours if you want to talk about your topic.  If you need me to copy something for you, come ten minutes early to my office at 238B or email it to me the night before class (preferably by midnight).  

Short Essay Guidelines

· Based on your presentation topic, you will write a 3-4 page paper on an issue of your choice (typed, double-spaced, 1” margins all the way around, 12 pt font, preferable Times). You should ideally start working on your paper as you prepare for your presentation – your paper is due within seven days after your presentation (Wednesday presentation due by the following Wednesday).    

· You are not expected to do outside research for this assignment.  Your bibliography should use only the presented readings, and/or readings for the week’s topic.  

· Like any good essay, your introduction should include a clearly-defined thesis.  Draw on the readings to support your argument, using direct quotes carefully with proper citation (MLA, APA, or whatever style you are most familiar with).  

· Please come talk with me during office hours (Mon 2-4, Wed 2-3) if you have any questions or problems with the assignment. 

--assignment details drawn from Viera Wallace-Lorencova, UMass

