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The Study of Women: Inequalities & Cultural Change

For years now, various news media have declared that “feminism is dead.”  This course explores the fields of feminism and women’s studies to find that feminism is not dead, or even sickly, but rather solidly embedded throughout modern American and global cultures.  Regardless of media doomsaying, men and women today have increasingly come to assume that all women and men deserve equal rights in employment, relationships, politics, law, and society.  


From work to family to media to race and beyond, this course explores the continuing influence of feminisms in our contemporary world.  We will use the term feminisms to encompass the many strains of feminist thought that see inequalities of gender, race, class, sexuality, nationality, and disability as interlinked structures affecting women’s and men’s lives.


Like many liberal arts courses, this class is not about providing hard and fast answers.   It is about raising productive questions about women, men, and gender in a modern world, and equipping you to articulate your own views in a compelling and thoughtful manner.  The course requires upper division standing and passage of the WST.  Beyond that, we presume only an interest in the subject, a willingness to consider new ideas, and a respect for views other than your own. 


As a General Education course, this class is intended to significantly develop your writing and research skills.  Assignments include semi-weekly one-page essays and various teaching and writing assignments. You will also hone your library and web research skills by writing a research paper on a topic of your choosing. 

Required Books: 
Burgos-Debray, ed., I, Rigoberta Menchu (London: Verso Press, 1987)
Ana Castillo, So Far From God (New York: Plume/Penguin, 1994)

Course Reader.  Available at San Jose Copy, 109 E. Santa Clara Street (@Fourth, 
next to Chevron station) (408) 297-6698  Reader is $11, payable cash or check.

Course Requirements:

Active Participation & Attendance
20%

Discussion leading & short essay
20%

Reading notes (7)


20%

Team teaching presentation

15%

Research paper (8-10 pages)

25%

Attendance:  This is an upper-division course and other students are depending on your attendance and contribution.  I will allow each student to miss two classes during the semester for illness or other pressing academic commitments, but further absences will negatively impact your course grade.  It is your responsibility to get makeup class notes from another student, and turn in any due work before the missed class.  
Participation:  The depth of this course depends largely on the strength of your contributions as individuals from different backgrounds and perspectives.  I expect each of you to participate regularly in class.  You also have the option of participating online by contributing to the class blog at http://ws101.blogspot.com (login: sjsu2006, pw: spartans).  You are invited to post relevant news stories, post-class thoughts, questions, whatever.  You can use the “create post” option or simply comment on an existing post.  This blog option is especially encouraged if you are not comfortable participating in in-class discussion. 
Reading notes.  Students will write seven short (1-2 pg) sets of reading notes on that week’s reading and discussion.  Reading notes are informal reflection papers, less organized than an essay, more like a paper in process.  They are not meant to be polished final essays, but more like an initial paper draft—raw ideas in unpolished form.  The assignment is meant to help you actively engage the week’s reading.  There are twelve possible notes, as indicated in the course schedule, so you may choose whichever weeks you like to do the assignment.  Reading notes are always due on the Monday that the reading is due, so that you are well-prepared for class discussion.  You may also do up to two extra sets of notes for extra credit. These entries will be graded only as check, plus, or minus based on both content and effort. 
Discussion leading & essay.  All students will have a turn leading class discussion in teams of two or three, early in the semester.  Students will also write a short 3-4 page essay on their discussion topic, due a week later.  See attached details. 
Later in the semester, students will also have an opportunity to teach the class, in teams of two or three on a unique research topic they choose.  Teaching topics will also be turned into individual research papers, due at the end of the semester.  More details will be given later.    

Research paper.  All students are required to work in teams to research a specific Women's Studies topic.  Teammembers will be responsible for teaching a portion of class on their topic, and then each writing a 8-10 page research paper on their topic. Further details will be given later. 

Academic Integrity:  All assignments must be your own original work.  Plagiarism defeats the purpose of the educational process and shortchanges you, your peers, and your instructor as well.  Students suspected of plagiarism will be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs for disciplinary action.  Learn more about what constitutes plagiarism at  the following library website:  http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/plagiarism/ 

Special Needs: Please let me know as soon as possible if you have a learning or physical disability requiring specific accommodations.  Also for general assistance, please be sure to take advantage of the Disability Resource Center in Admin Bldg 110. 

Videos:  Videos are regularly scheduled during class time, but can also be seen independently at the IRC Instructional Resource Center (DMH).  
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	Wk
	Date
	 Topic: 
	Read:
	Terms to Know: 

	0
	W 8/23
	Intro, Gender, Socialization
	Lorber, "Social Construction of Gender"

Mason, "Intersexuals Right Back"
	sex, gender, gender socialization, "doing gender," intersexual, essentialist, social constructionist, stratification

	1
	M 8/28
	Patriarchy
	Johnson, "Where Are We?"
Geller, "Courtship and..."
	patriarchy, marriage, privilege, oppression, "path of least resistance"

	 
	W 8/30
	Genesis
	Pagels, "Intro" & "Genesis" - try to read this as a "foreign" text rather than "THE BIBLE."  What does it actually say? (i.e. not what you've heard about it from religious leaders)
	monotheism, patriliny, shame, creation stories 
What models for gender do you see here?  How differ?

	2
	M 9/4
	Labor Day holiday
	 
	 

	 
	W 9/6
	Popol Vuh
	Tedlock, "Popol Vuh"
	gender complementarity, Maker, Modeler, Bearer, Begetter, 

	3
	M 9/11
	Science, race, & humanity  
VIDEO:  Race, Power of an Illusion
	Takaki, “Reflections on Racial Patterns”
	race, "race," racial formation, ethnicity - "Just because race is not biological, doesn't mean that it isn't real"

	 
	W 9/13
	Objective Science?
	Gould, "Women's Brains"  Fausto-Sterling, "Biological Connection"
	objectivity, craniometry, 

	4
	M 9/18
	Work, Family & Domesticity
	Amott & Matthaei, "Transf'mn of Women's Work"

"He Works, She Works"  Hartmann & Yi, "Rhetoric.."
	wage gap, wage hierarchy, occupational segregation, four types of work, feminization of poverty, "cycling," AFDC/ TANF, federal poverty line

	 
	W 9/20
	Globalization
	Mink, "Violating Women" 

Enloe, "Globetrotting Sneaker"  Chang, "Global Trade"
	Maquiladora, SAP, globalization    How is globalization linked to women's issues in the U.S.? 

	5
	M 9/25
	Masculinity

VIDEO:  Tough Guise
	Gerson, "Dilemmas of Frhood"

Kimmel, "Masculinity as Homophobia"

Mainardi, "Politics of Housework"  
	What does it mean to be a man? How does society discourage men from taking more active domestic roles? 

	 
	W 9/27
	 
	Messner, "Boyhood, Sports & Masculinity"
	"Organized sports is a 'gendered institution' …and also a 'gendering institution…' "

	6
	M 10/2
	Sexuality
	Gavey, McP & D, "If it's not on"

IUGL, "When you meet a Lesbian…"
	Kinsey's continuum, missing discourse of desire, coital imperative

	 
	W 10/4
	Reproductive Rights
	Davis, "Racism, BC & RR"  Sherwin, "Feminist Ethic"
	Reproductive rights, sterilization, abortion rights, advocacy of abortion

	7
	M 10/9
	Violence
	Koestner, "Perfect Rape Victim"  Kantrowitz, "W, Violence & R"
	Continuum of sexual violence, five types of rape, "the average rapist" 

	
	W 10/11
	Video: Defending Our Lives
	Buel, "Domestic Violence"
	63%

	8
	M 10/16
	Gender, Culture & Race in I, Rigoberta Menchu
	I, Rigoberta Menchu, 1-121
	Quiche, testimonio, ladino, mestizo, finca, milpa,

abuelos, harvest ceremonies, CUC

	 
	W 10/18
	 
	 
	

	9
	M 10/23
	Gender, Culture & Race in I, Rigoberta Menchu
	I, Rigoberta Menchu, 122-242
	Mayan Catholicism, marriage ritual, birth ritual, nahual, motherhood, role of women/men

	 
	W 10/25
	 
	 
	

	10
	M 10/30
	Gender & Race in fiction:  So Far From God
	So Far From God, Ch. 1-7
	Main characters: Sofia, Fe, Esperanza, Caridad, Loca, Francisco. Genre? Style? Setting?  Author's assumptions, intent? 

	 
	W 11/1
	 
	 
	

	11
	M 11/6
	Gender & Race in So Far From God II
	So Far From God, Ch. 8-16
	Broader themes? How is religion gendered? How are women valued? Women's work? How men depicted, & why?

	 
	W 11/8
	 
	 
	

	12
	M 11/13
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	 
	W 11/15
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	13
	M 11/20
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	 
	W 11/22
	Turkey Day Holiday
	 
	 

	14
	M 11/27
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	 
	W 11/29
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	15
	M 12/4
	Student Presentations
	TBA
	TBA

	 
	W 12/6
	Review
	 
	 

	 
	12/11
	FINALS WEEK thru 12/15
	 
	 



Ana Banana


Messner, “Masculinity”
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ON READING NOTES

Reading notes are informal reflection papers, less organized than an essay, more like a paper in process.  They are not meant to be polished final essays, but more like an initial paper draft—raw ideas in unpolished form (not just bullet points).  This is an informal exercise to help you think through the week’s reading, and to engage the ideas in the text.  Punctuation and grammar are secondary to content for this assignment (as long as it’s readable).  You don’t have to have a well-organized introduction, or conclusion.  Just start writing:    

In your own words, what are the primary ideas the author is trying to convey?  

How does the author support and develop this argument?  What kinds of arguments 


does s/he use?  What evidence does s/he draw on? 

Is the argument convincing to you?  Why or why not?

What problems do you see that might emerge as a consequence of this argument? 

How might you change/adapt/shift the argument differently? 

Aim for one full page of  TYPED single-spaced text in a 12 pt Times or Palatino font.  You may choose one or two specific quotes from the reading as a starting point.  Sometimes it’s helpful to think of yourself explaining the reading to a friend—what were the main points, and was it a convincing piece of scholarship?  Sometimes it’s helpful to start with something that really bothers you—write about why it bothers you, and see where that leads.  


This is not a journal or a personal opinion paper—it is a scholarly engagement with the course reading, and a basic reading/critical thinking skill that will serve you well throughout your college career.  You are welcome to use first person “I” statements, but be sure to back up your statements by drawing on the text.   You may also draw on personal experience, as long as you make it relevant, and bring it back to the text.  Often, “I don’t like this” is a fruitful starting point for analyzing why a text fails to persuade. 


If there are three different articles on a given day, do not feel compelled to say something about each one.  Write about whichever one really grabs your attention, or contrast two of them.  Or write about a single theme or idea that emerges across the different articles. 


Some pitfalls to watch out for:  “This hasn’t been my experience, so therefore it doesn’t matter,” “This experience is more mystical, more authentic than my own,” “I’m not a member of this group so I can’t judge”

This page is a sample format for an informal paper in one of my classes.  “Informal paper” means reading notes, an extra credit writeup, or anything other than formal essays.  This is single spaced with one-inch margins all the way around the page.  The student’s name is at the very top of the page on the right, along with description of the paper, the class, and the date. Please ALWAYS date your work.  Notice that this is in a plain 12 point font--Times New Roman, Palatino or Arial are fine.  This page is single spaced, mostly to save paper.  Printing problems are NOT an excuse for late papers—if a paper’s late, it’s late, but at least it will still get partial credit. 
Leading Discussion / Short Essay
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Every student is required to serve as discussion leader early in the semester.   There are two reasons for this requirement:  studies show that one of the best ways to learn a subject is to teach it, and second, student participation is such an important part of this class that hopefully, everyone will participate more because they know what it’s like to be on the hot seat…. also, the brief discussion will serve as a practice for your team teaching assignment later in the term. 
Depending on the topic, you and your partner/s will have 15-20 minutes to present/set-up the reading and lead class discussion on the selected article.   The best way to prepare is simply to do the assigned reading early, spend a couple of days occasionally thinking about it, then go back and read it again.  Be sure to give yourself enough time to let the ideas percolate in your head, so you can figure out both what the articles are arguing, and what you think about it.  Look for a dilemma, a problem, a paradox, a contradiction between two thinkers on a subject.  Ideally, talk or email with your partner and figure out what the main points of the article are—the basic idea that you think your classmates should cover/know.  

Before class, here are some preparation tips:
· Read carefully and read ahead—this will allow you to digest the readings and prepare an outline and questions for the discussion. 

· Read all of the articles for the week before focusing on your selected article.

· Identify and outline the key concepts as you read the selected article. 

· Think about how the readings relate to the week’s topic.  How do they relate or address other topics we have discussed in the course so far?  What new questions or issues do these articles address? 

· Don't worry - you are not responsible for addressing everything in the readings!  Just identify the main arguments, themes, and present some highlights you believe are worth discussing in greater detail.  Or you might present the areas that you think are unclear, that you don’t understand—discussion can start anywhere. 

· Look again at the guidelines for reading notes—what is the author’s main argument?  What kind of evidence do they draw on to support their argument?  Are they arguing against a particular position or approach?  If so, what is it?

· What was the most valuable aspect of the reading?  Did it give you some new insight or perspective?  

On the day of class:

· Turn in an outline of your presentation.  Your outline is due on the day of your presentation.  Make sure to print out two copies so you can keep one.

· You may use notes, transparencies, images, whatever-- for your presentation, if you wish (max. 5-10 minutes), but your primary job is to raise two or three of the most important points for discussion.  

· As long as we get an overview of the arguments made in the reading, you may do your presentation in any way that you find effective.  Possibilities include a staged debate, individual study guides, small group study guides, mini-quiz, freewriting, skits, images…)

· A few final tips:  

· remember that it's hard to discuss final conclusions, but it's easy (and fun and useful) to discuss arguments for possible conclusions.

· avoid asking yes-or-no questions or questions with obvious factual answers.

· ask small, detailed questions (like "what's the argument for this conclusion?") before large, abstract questions (like "how does this compare with what so-and-so said?").

Feel free to email me, catch me after class, or come to office hours if you want to talk about your topic.  If you need me to copy something for you, come ten minutes early to my office at 238A or email it to me the night before class (by midnight).  

Short Essay Guidelines

· Based on your presentation topic, you will write a 3-4 page formal essay on an issue of your choice.  Your essay topic should be a close engagement with the primary argument/s of the article/s  you've read.  You might start with the same questions as Reading Notes, but this will be a formal essay in which you support and develop your argument in a persuasive manner.  Like any good essay, your introduction should include a clearly-defined thesis.  Draw on the readings to support your argument, using direct quotes carefully with proper citation (MLA, APA, or whatever style you are most familiar with).  

· Essay should be typed, double-spaced, 1” margins all the way around, 12 pt font, preferable Times. You are not expected to do outside research for this assignment.  Your bibliography should use only the presented readings, and/or readings for the week’s topic.  
· You should ideally start working on your paper as you prepare for your presentation – your paper is due within seven days after your presentation (Wednesday presentation due by the following Wednesday).   

· Please come talk with me during office hours (Tues 2-3, Wed 2-4) if you have any questions or problems with the assignment. 

--assignment details drawn from Viera Wallace-Lorencova, UMass
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