WS101 Advanced Web Workshop 
S. Gallardo

In our first workshop, we reviewed guidelines for finding and choosing reliable research sources on the web.  For this advanced web workshop, you and your partner will work on some projects where the web makes information even more timely and accessible than the library.  CHOOSE EITHER of the two projects below (A OR B) and write a brief report for each by the end of class, citing the sources you found most reliable (three sources minimum for each project).  Submit only one report for your team, and make sure all your names are on it.  Remember to follow the guidelines we discussed in our first workshop!


I strongly encourage you to open a MS Word document, and type your report as you work, so you can cut and paste URL addresses (Highlight, Ctrl-C to copy, Ctrl-V to paste).  You can then email the document to me at the end of class.  Do not simply cut and paste a bunch of documents—the point is to edit together your version of the most reliable information. 


You can probably start with a google.com search for every project.  If you get stuck, I’ll give you suggestions to help.  But be creative, and look everywhere you can for information—reports are graded equally on content, and strength/diversity of your sources.  

Choose either Project A or B

Project A.  Reproductive rights and access 
You are a 16-year-old girl living in Springfield, Missouri.  Your best friend (also 16) has just told you that she’s pregnant by a former boyfriend who she left when he became abusive.  She is afraid to tell her parents because her father is abusive, and she knows he will blame her mom.  They can’t afford to help her anyway.  She’s talked anonymously with a  counselor by phone about her options and she’s convinced that an abortion is her best option.  She asks you to help her find the nearest place to get a safe medical abortion, and figure out what it will cost. 


Use the web to research the costs (other than actual medical fees) for your friend, and create an estimated budget for her.  Where is the nearest clinic that performs abortions?  How far is it?  Can she go on a Saturday? Are there any state requirements or limitations on abortions there (i.e. a waiting period, consent?)  Would it be better/necessary to cross state lines?  If so, find the cost for busfare and a decent hotel.
Project B.  Women in prison

Your Aunt Martha calls you from Bakersfield because her daughter Ann was just arrested when she was caught delivering a package for her boyfriend--unknown to her, the package contained a large quantity of cocaine.  Ann thinks she will be convicted of drug dealing.  Aunt Martha wants to know what the long-term picture is for Ann.  How common it is for women to be convicted in drug cases?  How many women are in prison, compared to ten years ago?  What are their backgrounds?  How many are in prison for drug-related cases?  What is the average sentence?  Will Ann be safe?  Will she have access to medical care for her diabetes?  And when Ann goes to prison, are there any organizations to help Aunt Martha support her daughter? 

Extra credit?  Choose one of the Following: 

Project C.  Title IX   

Kara Lawson is a 24-year-old professional basketball player for the Sacramento Monarchs.  She’s thinking about retiring as a player in order to coach at the college level.  She figures that since Title IX passed in 1972 (prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex in all educational institutions that receive federal financial assistance), there must be even more coaching positions available now for women. 

For this project, help Kara consider her options—what was the impact of Title IX for women athletes like herself?  Has Title IX made a difference in the number of women athletes in her generation?  Are women’s teams as well-funded as men’s?  And what about coaching opportunities?  Are there more women in sports leadership position now, percentagewise?  Are women coaches paid as much as men? Be sure to consider Div II and III schools too. 
Project D.  Financing the poor.  

Your buddy Joe lives in a working-class neighborhood where there are few banks.  He lives paycheck-to-paycheck, and is constantly running short.  He has no credit, but has seen commercials about “payday loans” at the local check-cashing store; for a fee, he can get a small loan until his paycheck comes in.  He asks you if you think it’s a good idea.  Use the web to find information about typical “payday lending” and whether it makes good financial sense.  Is there any state legislation about this type of finance?  Is it available in all states?  Would you advise Joe to try it?  Are there alternatives?  

Project F.  Women in politics  (bilingual Spanish recommended)

Patricia Mercado Castro recently became the third woman in Mexican history to run for president.  Use the web to research her background, and the issues she is running on.  Where is she from? What kind of work has she been doing?  Write a brief biography with the information you find.  What kind of feminist do you think she might be?   Finally, how common is a woman president?  Find and list at least five other countries that have had a woman in their highest office, along with the years they served.  Be sure to check both Mexican press, and other international resources. And since this is politics, be sure to screen your sources extra-carefully.  
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