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1.
What does it mean to be male in the Mayan village?  Duties, rituals, roles.  Do those change? Why? 
2
hard labor, heavy work

62
while courting women, the men must get permission from women's family; the young man and his family must come back at least 3 times

16
boys learn their tasks from their fathers

44
hard labor-before work

76
man's wife comes to live with him and his family

127
if army came to village- men could leave; women stayed to receive beatings (men would be kidnapped especially leaders.)

219
it was tolerated/accepted for men to get drunk

216   "machismo" Spanish à overprotective, dominant, "macho" is ok because it's part of society??
45     4-5a.m. men went out to do work; now women work alongside men.

17
elected leader of village: leader of the community; father to all children; must lead an exemplary life; commitment to the whole community.
--Vanessa Kearns & cronies
2.
What does it mean to be female in the Mayan village?  Duties, rituals, roles.  Do these change? Why? 

Females in the Mayan village are valued just as much as males.  Females are viewed as part of the earth, which produces food and everything they live on.  A female multiplies life of their generations and ancestors.  To be female in the Mayan village is to carry out gender roles, duties and rituals passed on by their Mayan ancestors and taught by relatives and experienced members of society.

Duties
Women went to the river on Sundays  to the river to wash clothes. Women stayed home to cook, sew and clean. They cared for the smaller animals and their work in the fields was limited to coffee and cotton picking. (51).

· 7 yrs - were assigned duties such as making food for the dogs, grinning the maize

· A little girl begins carrying the water while a little ties the dogs when they are brought to the yard at night (17).  

· 9yrs - went off to the fields to help their father chop wood with an axe or a machete (43).  

· 12yrs - children are given a pig or a lamb, or a chicken to reproduce.  The purpose was for the child to start looking after their own needs (50). 

Rituals 

· When the mother is pregnant at 7 months she introduces her baby to the natural world.  The mother to be goes out in the fields and walks over the hills (7). 

When little girls are born the midwives pierce their ears at the same time as they  tie their umbilical cords (14).

· When a male child is born there is a special celebration, not because he is male but because of all the responsibilities he will acquire for being male.  Sheep or chickens are killed as a ritual to a born male, they get more food because they have more responsibilities and work harder. (14).

· Children must not know how a baby is born.  The mother gives birth in a far away place were only the parents know.  When the baby is born the children are told and are not to see the mother for 8 days.  The placenta must be burned at a special time.  If the baby is born at night then the placenta is burned at 8 in the morning.  If the baby is born in the afternoon then the placenta is burned at five o’clock.  This is out of respect for the baby and his companion, the placenta ( 9).

· At the age of 10 yrs a young girl is not longer a child she is a woman and is assigned certain responsibilities.  A meeting is held by the young women’s parents and  community members and there is a ceremony.  In front of the community and parents a young women make a promise to do many thing for the community.  This is when Rigoberta Menchu started taking over some of the father’s duties; praying at neighbor’s house.
Roles

· The mother is responsible for the up bringing of the children. She is responsible for getting medicine when a child is ill, and feeding the family.
· Girls become wives at the age of 14 and mother at the age of 15 ( 62).
· Girls become women at the age of ten

--Araceli Mier, Susanna Soto, Camvi Auduong, Luat Nguyen, Patricia Brown
3.
Briefly identify major life ceremonies/rituals in Mayan culture.  


Do these change?  Why?
50 
On birthdays parents give livestock to their children in order for them to gain a sense of responsibility. The parents are not allowed to touch the animals/ care for them; it is up to the children to do all the caring. 

52 
There is a fiesta before the harvest of the maize, and a ceremony before the planting. 

9 
Birth ceremony: If the baby is born at night, the placenta is burned at 8 in the morning. If the baby is born in the afternoon, it will be burned at five o’clock, our of respect for both baby & companion. 

9 
Babies are born somewhere hidden away & only the parents and some family members know about it. 

10 
New-born baby should be alone with mother for 8 days.


14 
There are special celebrations when a male baby is born.

Changes
80 
Rigoberta converted to Catholicism at the age of twelve. She became a catechist. They used “Nahual” to still associate with their God. They converted into Catholicism without losing their traditions. 

?

With the birth of a baby: at the beginning it was part of the community, all pain and suffering must be endured, later on they realized that a child doesn’t have to be born into a life of pain and suffering. It’s not right.


?

The meanings of the rituals change, but not the rituals themselves.


61    Four customs of how a marriage is carried out: 

  

1. Open door???



2. Commitment to parents



3. Ceremony



4. Wedding

? 

A big change in their lifestyles was the fact that women were allowed to be alone on the streets. Rigoberta for example was able to do that/ be independent as long as it was fpr the benefit of the community.

66
The traditional drink “guaro”, which was an alcoholic beverage drank during rituals, became prohibited by the Guatemalan government. 

77
Marriage was not a tie for life before changes occurred. Then it became “for life” by the church and state.

? 

People could not reveal secrets about their community/culture/ traditions.

201 
When a person dies: the coffin is made months prior. The delirious person will tell the closest person (sentimentally), reflections about his life, secrets etc. Invites the whole community, but he/she does not revel secrets like the ones he/she told his close loved one, rather he/she uses the time to give advise to community. The ceremony performed at the death person’s house and the community takes care of all the expenses.

202
death ceremony: one of the few special occasion in which the people cut flowers and put candles in the four cardinals points (coffin?)  

202
when a person is buried, all personal (loved) belongings stay with him. Clothes stay in a place, not used by anyone, unless given to someone very loved. 
--Mayra Bermudez, Sean Blanchard, Kimberly Chan, Jason Bautista
4.  What does the Bible mean to Rigoberta?  What does Catholicism mean to her?

The bible to Rigoberta is the Mayan’s life manual and a weapon of protection.

9: “When the Catholic Action arrived, for instance, everyone started going to mass, and expressing themselves.  Anyway, when a baby is born, he’s always baptized within the community before he’s taken to church.  Our people have take Catholicism as just another channel of expression, not our one and only belief.

131: “We began to study the Bible as our main text.  Many relationships in the Bible are like those we have with our ancestors, our ancestors whose lives were very much like our own.  The important thing for us is that we started to identify that reality with our own.  That’s how we began studying the Bible.  It’s not something you memorize, it’s not just to be talked about and prayed about, and nothing more.”

131: “It also helped to change the image we had, as Catholics and Christians: that God is up there and that God has a great kingdom for we the poor, yet never thinking of our own reality as reality that we were actually living…we began looking for texts which represented each one of us.  We tried to relate them to our Indian culture…(132): This gave us a vision, a stronger idea of how we Christians must defend ourselves.”

132: “we began to studying more deeply and well, we came to a conclusion.  That being a Christian means thinking of our brothers around us, and that every one of our Indian race has the right to eat.  This reflects what God himself said, that on the earth we have a right to what we need.   The Bible was our principal text for study as Christians and it showed us what the role of a Christian is.”

132: “I became a catechist as a little girl and I studied the Bible, hymns, the scriptures, but only very superficially.  One of the things Catholic Action put in our heads is that everything is sinful.  But we came round to asking ourselves: ‘If everything is sinful, why is it that the landowner kills humble peasants who don’t even harm the natural world?”

132: “when I first became a catechist, I though that there was a God and that we had to serve him.  I thought God was up there and that he had a kingdom for the poor.  But we realized that it is not God’s will that we should live in suffering, that God did not give us that destiny, but that men on earth have imposed this suffering, poverty, misery and discrimination on us.  We even got the idea of using our own everyday weapons, as the only solution left for us.”

134: “…For us the Bible is our main weapon.  It has shown us the way.  Perhaps those who call themselves Christians but who are really only Christians in theory, won’t understand why we give the Bible the meaning we do.  But that’s because they haven’t lived as the Bible as we have.  And also perhaps because they can’t analyze it.”

135: “we believe that, when we started using the Bible, when we began studying it in terms of our reality, it was because we found in it a document to guide us…More than anything else, it was a form of learning for us…We believe the Bible is a necessary weapon for our people.”


--Jacquelynne Suguitan, Phung Phan, Du Tran, Alexandra Ulicki, Cassie Shambaugh
5.
How/why does Rigoberta decide not to marry?   Why is this a difficult decision for her?
6.  Is there a Mayan feminism in this book?   Why or why not?
Yes, there is a Mayan Feminism in this book.  Rigoberta and her mother are both feminists.

· Her attitude, the fact that she wrote the book, could be considered a feminist act, she questioned things. Many people do not bother to question the treatment that they live in. She questioned everything which is part of feminism. Her frame of mind was from a feminist perspective; she questioned and voiced what she felt.  

· 210 -  My mother said “I don’t want to make you stop feeling a women but your participation in the struggle must be equal to that of your brothers.”

· The mother’s feminism is somewhat different from the daughters because in the book  Rigoberta said she spent a lot of time learning from her father rather then her mother.  

· She learned from her mother a lot of the facts of life. They were not taught by schools or other outside influences, they were taught from inside the family, there were not theories involved in her teachings.
· 49 – I am no longer a child, I become a woman.  So in front of my parents, in front of my brothers and sisters, I promised to do many things for the community.  That’s when I started to take over some of my fathers duties: that is, praying in our neighbors’ houses, houses like my father does.  

· Rigoberta took over a lot of her father’s roles and responsibilities; a woman who is not so feminist would usually stick to the role of a woman and follow the responsibilities of the women and the women in her family.  

· In Chapter 13 Rigoberta decided that she wanted a change, she was going to learn to read, write and speak Spanish. She was going to have a different life, because she was afraid of were her life may go.  (This is emphasized on page 89-90)

· This is a modern way of feminism in Rigoberta's culture.  In our culture one form of feminism is deciding to break from the traditional housewife role and be yourself, maybe get a job or become independent, etc.  What Rigoberta did was standing up for herself, letting herself choose her life and the paths that she would take, without letting anyone stop her.
· 220- We have kept our identity hidden because we have resisted…. I have a responsibility, I am in charge and they must accept me for what I am.

· What she is saying is that she had a role in the movement, and her role was to be in charge.

· 221- I learned a lot from my mother, but I also learned a lot from other people, especially when I had the opportunity to talk to women that are not from our country.

· Her feminism also developed from other women.
· 222- For the time being, though we think that it would be feeding machismo to set up an organization for women only, since it would mean separating women’s work from men’s work 

· She does not want to organize just women; she wants to organize with men as well.  If it is just women, then they are being the same way as what they are not trying to be
· 225- So when I became a revolutionary I had to choose between two things the struggle or my companero 
· 155- then my father told us girls who were not married told us we had absolute freedom to do as we wished that we should be independent, and give everything we could to the struggle without anyone behind us ordering us about or forcing us to do anything.  He said he gave us total freedom, but that he would like us to use that freedom for the good of the people, to teach the people what he had taught us.  

· This was a way for her to help the people so she was standing up, instead of being passive. She was standing up for her rights as a human and for their rights; it was for the greater good. 

· 236- my commitment to our struggle recognizes neither boundaries nor limits: only those of us who carry our cause in our hearts are willing to run the risks.’

· This is who she is!




--Jennalee, Rachel, Yolanda, Claire
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