
 Contact Information

Instructor: Dr. Maite Urcaregui (she/they)
Email: maite.urcaregui@sjsu.edu
Office: Faculty Offices Building (FOB) 216

Office Hours
Tuesday, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, Faculty Offices Building (FOB) 216

While I will be in my office in person, if you would rather meet via Zoom, please just let me know
in advance to set that up.

If you are unable to attend my regularly scheduled office hours, don't hesitate to email me to set
up an alternative appointment. 

 Course Information
English 201: Materials and Methods of Literary Research provides a foundation for graduate students and
advanced undergraduate majors to read, write, and research at the graduate level. Together, we will
familiarize ourselves with various research methods within the discipline of literary studies and practice
writing across multiple academic genres (including an abstract and annotated bibliography, a conference
paper, and a journal article) as well as within alternative-academic, digital, and public-facing spaces (such
as book reviews, op-eds, and blog posts).  In the first half of the semester, we will develop our close reading
and analysis as we read Cristina García's Dreaming in Cuban, a work from the Multiethnic American
Literature MA exam list, alongside relevant works of theory and criticism.  In the second half of the
semester, you will design and develop your own original research project on a text of your choice: first, by
familiarizing yourself with relevant scholarship; then by developing your own original interpretation and
contribution; and finally by writing, revising, and presenting your ideas. The course will emphasize
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researching and writing as a process and will rely heavily on peer-review, feedback, and revision. By the end
of  the course, you will have a foundational skillset to participate in ongoing conversations within literary
studies, and we will celebrate your original research with a class mini-conference!

Lecture/Discussion
Tuesday, 4:00 PM to 6:45 PM, Hugh Gillis Hall (HGH) 227

 Course Description and Requisites
Use and evaluation of resource for literary research; problems in critical writing and literary history.
Required for all English Masters students (to be taken as early as possible after achieving Classified
standing).

Note: This course satisfies graduate-level GWAR in this master's program.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols
Attendance

While attendance is not and cannot be graded per University Policy F15-12
(https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-12.pdf), regular attendance is vital to your learning and success in
the course. I encourage you to attend as regularly as possible. We don't want to miss out on the
opportunity to learn from/with you! If you are sick, or are unable to make it to class for whatever reason,
you can catch up on the material you missed on our course Canvas page, via a friend/peer, and/or in my
office hours or by appointment.

Preparation & Participation

We all have a responsibility and an opportunity to be an active participant in our own learning and to
contribute to knowledge that we'll create together in this class! Please come prepared to do so. This means
that you've completed the assigned reading for the day in advance of class; you have access to those
readings during our class discussion; and you have basic materials like pen/pencil and paper. 

Devices

You are welcome to use your devices (phone, tablet, laptop) for your own learning throughout the class.
However, I do ask that you be present and help create a respectful and distraction-free class by using your
devices for class work only during our time together. 

Engaging in Class Discussion & Building Community

Our class will require participation and collaboration and will take up complex issues, such as race and
ethnicity, national identity, gender, sexuality, and sexual violence. I recognize that it can be challenging to
discuss some of these topics in a public space like the classroom and that we all approach these topics
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and the texts we read from our own unique perspectives and experiences. I encourage you to engage in
these discussions to the degree you feel comfortable, to connect what we read to your own life and to the
world around you, and to listen to and learn from your peers with respect and care. We will continue to
discuss our collective goals around engaging in class discussion and building community throughout the
semester.

Course Communication & Emails

All course materials can be found on Canvas Learning Management System course login website. Please
check both our course Canvas and your email regularly to stay up to date. For help with using Canvas
see Canvas Student Resources page.

Please be aware that I do not respond to emails outside of traditional business hours, M-F 9-5. I encourage
you to also maintain professional boundaries around email and step away from it when you can/need.
Unless it is a weekend or I am sick or away for travel, I should respond to your message within 48 hours. If
you worry that I haven't seen or responded to your email, please do not hesitate to send me a follow up. I
would appreciate it in fact!

When you email me, I'd appreciate it if you included a specific subject that states the purpose of your email
as well as a greeting, message, and your name.

Academic Originality, Honesty, and AI

The literature we will be reading and discussing is so, so good, and it explores narratives and experiences
that are often ignored, distorted, or marginalized. I want you to do justice to that literature by seriously
engaging with it and developing your own original analysis of it. While you are welcome to collaborate with
resources like Grammarly to edit your work, you should also ensure that you do your own round of editing
to not only catch what those virtual tools might have missed but also to develop your own editorial eye. You
should not at any stage of your process use generative AI like ChatGPT to generate ideas, outlines/writing
structures, or language/sentences. If for whatever reason you decide to ignore this and use ChatGPT, you
must properly cite and credit the information, ideas, and language that you pulled. The model that AI like
ChatGPT uses to generate material is fundamentally derivative and is also known to be
inaccurate/incomplete and to reproduce misinformation, biases, and stereotypes. I want to hear your
original ideas, arguments, and writing that can only be achieved by engaging with the texts we're reading
and the writing process! Additionally, we want to make sure that the scholars and authors whose ideas we
engage with are properly cited and credited to not only recognize their labor/talents/insights but also to
build our own credibility as an writer.

You should also be aware of SJSU's Academic Integrity Policy, and know that, as a faculty member, I am
required to report all violations of this policy to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. If I
suspect that you have plagiarized material or generated content with AI, I will not grade your work and will
contact you regarding future steps.

Please visit the Student Conduct and Ethical Development website for more information on academic
integrity.

https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1490454
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources
https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/


 Program Information
The following statement has been adopted by the Department of English for inclusion in all syllabi: In
English Department Courses, instructors will comment on and grade the quality of student writing as well
as the quality of ideas being conveyed. All student writing should be distinguished by correct grammar and
punctuation, appropriate diction and syntax, and well-organized paragraphs. The Department of English
reaffirms its commitment to the differential grading scale as defined in the SJSU Catalog ("The Grading
System"). 
Grades issued must represent a full range of student performance:

A = excellent;
B = above average;
C = average;
D = below average;
F = failure.

Within any of the letter grade ranges (e.g. B+/B/B-), the assignment of a +(plus) or -(minus) grade will
reflect stronger (+) or weaker (-) completion of the goals of the assignment.
 
Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the MA English program, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an appropriate level of expertise in literary history, literary theory, and rhetoric.
2. Demonstrate high-level proficiency in literary research and in the synthesis of research
3. Demonstrate critical and analytical skills in the interpretation and evaluation of literary texts.
4. Demonstrate a command of written academic English, including the abilities to

a. organize and present material in a cogent fashion,
b. formulate and defend original arguments,
c. employ effectively the language of their discipline and
d. write under time constraints.

5. Demonstrate a reading knowledge of at least one foreign language.

 

Department Information:

Department Name: English and Comparative Literature
Department Office: FO 102
Department Website: www.sjsu.edu/english (https://www.sjsu.edu/english)
Department email: english@sjsu.edu (mailto:english@sjsu.edu)
Department phone number: 408-924-4425

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
Upon successful completion of English 201, students will be able to:
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1. Select and analyze textual evidence to develop original ideas and interpretations (i.e., the process of
close reading).

2. Discuss, evaluate, and critique ideas presented in literary texts, theory, and secondary criticism. 
3. Develop persuasive, compelling arguments by conducting research; selecting, synthesizing, and

organizing evidence; and revising writing for both concept and clarity.
4. Contribute to ongoing scholarly conversations by putting literary texts in conversation with theory and

criticism.

 Course Materials
Because we only have one required text for this course, I do encourage to purchase or rent the text so that
you have a physical copy to use in class. 

All other course readings will be available on Canvas. 

Dreaming in Cuban
Author: Cristina García
ISBN: 9780345381439

 Course Requirements and Assignments
Participation: I encourage you to participate in class discussion not only by sharing your thoughts and
asking questions but also by actively listening and creating space for others to share. I understand,
however, that we all process knowledge in different ways and that our level of comfort participating in the
classroom may be influenced by our own relationships to power and privilege and by our educational
experiences. The graded portion of your participation will not be based on how much you talk in class but
will instead be based on a series of informal pop activities that you will complete and turn-in in class about
once a week. Participation assignments will not be excused unless there is an emergency or extenuating
circumstance that you communicate with me. However, each students’ lowest two participation grades will
be dropped.

Discussion Posts: You will be responsible for completing three discussion posts throughout the first half of
the semester. These discussion posts will be an early, low-stakes opportunity for you to practice thinking
through approaches to conducting literary studies research and to develop your writing. 

Major Writing Assignment Rough Drafts: You will receive credit based on completion for submitting all
required rough drafts in advance of writing workshops and conferences. These rough drafts will be an
opportunity for you to engage in the writing process, receive feedback on your work, and revise and
improve your work for the final draft.

Paper 1: Close Reading Paper: You will respond to a prompt of your choice to develop an original
interpretation of our shared text for the semester, Cristina García's Dreaming in Cuban. You will draw on
close reading as a research methodology as well as relevant theoretical approaches and critical sources
from both our class reading and your own research to develop a 6-8-page paper.



Paper 2: Conference Paper & Presentation: The conference paper will be the first iteration of your
independent research project. You will submit a 6-8-page paper and will present a 15-20 minute version of
it to the class. 

Paper 3: Final Paper: This will be the final iteration of your independent research project, which you will
develop into a 10-12-page paper based on feedback received on your conference paper and presentation.

 Grading Information
Participation, 10%

Discussion Posts, 10%

Major Assignment Rough Drafts, 10%

Paper 1: Close Reading Paper, 20%

Paper 2: Conference Paper & Presentation, 25%

Paper 3: Final Paper, 25%

Extensions & Late Work

I am happy to work with you if you anticipate that you may need extra time to submit your best work in an
assignment. In order to avoid last-minute stress, please email me in advance of an assignment deadline to
discuss an extension.  If an emergency or other extenuating circumstance arises that makes this
impossible, please contact me, and we can work out a solution. If late work is submitted, it will be graded at
my discretion and may receive a deduction.

 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF) (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy
concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and
adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance,
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) web page. Make sure to visit this page to
review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

 Course Schedule
Note that I may adjust readings, assignments, and deadlines in the best interest of the class and our
learning together. Know that I will never add more work to this schedule, and all changes will be announced
with advance notice.

When Topic Notes

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


When Topic Notes

Week 1 Course Introductions Thursday 8/22

Visit from Professor Krishnaswamy, Graduate Program Director
Introduction to course
Complete course pre-survey in class

Week 2 What Is Literary and Does
It Matter?

Thursday 8/29

Terry Eagleton "What Is Literature?" from Literary Theory: An Introduction
Jonathan Culler "What Is Literature and Does It Matter?” from Literary Theory:
A Very Short Introduction
Rita Felski "Introduction" from The Uses of Literature
Literary “show and tell”: Bring in a piece of literature that matters to you
and introduce the class to it!

Week 3 New Historical
Approaches

Thursday 9/5

Cristina García's Dreaming in Cuban "Introduction" and pp. 1-55
Content warning: this book depicts rape and sexual and physical violence
against women.
Andrea O'Reilly Herrera's "Cristina García, Dreaming in Cuban” from Reading
U.S. Latina Writers
George Lambie's "The Cuban Revolution: Building a Participatory Democratic
Process" from The Cuban Revolution in the 21  Century
Submit Discussion Post #1 before start of class

Week 4 Critical Race & Ethnic
Studies Approaches

Thursday 9/12

García's Dreaming in Cuban 57-101
Gustavo Pérez-Firmat's "Introduction: The Desi Chain" from Life on the
Hyphen: The Cuban-American Way
Optional Reading: Kadji Amin, Amber Jamilla Musser, and Roy Pérez "Queer
Form: Aesthetics, Race, and the Violences of the Social"
Submit Discussion Post #2 before start of class

Week 5 Psychoanalytic
Approaches

Thursday 9/19

García's Dreaming in Cuban 104-144
 Sigmund Freud's "Creative Writers and Day-Dreaming"
Optional Reading: Selections from Sigmund Freud's The Interpretation of
Dreams
Submit Discussion Post #3 before start of class

Week 6 Spatial & Environmental
Approaches

Thursday 9/26

García's Dreaming in Cuban pp. 144-209
George B. Handley's "Down Under: New World Literatures and Ecocriticism"
Discuss Close Reading Paper

st



When Topic Notes

Week 7 Feminist Approaches Thursday 10/3

García's Dreaming in Cuban 213-245
Halperin's "Artistic Aberrance and Liminal Geographies in Cristina García's
Dreaming in Cuban” from The Intersections of Harm: Narratives of Latina
Deviance and Defiance
Optional Reading: Gloria Anzaldúa's "How to Tame a Wild Tongue" from
Borderlands/La Frontera
Optional Reading: Iraida H. López "'. . .And There Is Only My Imagination Where
Our History Should Be': An Interview with Christina García"

Week 8 Paper 1 Writing
Workshop

Thursday 10/10

Booth et al. "Research, Researchers, and Readers" from The Craft of Research
In-class writing workshop
Submit Paper 1 “rough draft” (tentative thesis and one body paragraph)
before start of class

Week 9 Paper 1 Writing
Conferences

Thursday 10/17

One-on-one writing conferences

Friday 10/18

Submit Paper 1: Close Reading Paper by 11:59 p.m. via Canvas

Week
10

Developing a Research
Project

Thursday 10/24

Booth et al. "Asking Questions, Finding Answers" from The Craft of Research
Discuss Independent Research Projects
In class writing workshop

Engaging with theory & primary and secondary sources
Developing a research topic & question
Beginning the researching/writing process

Week
11

Developing & Structuring
Arguments

Thursday 10/31

Booth et al. "Making Good Arguments: An Overview," "Planning and Drafting,"
"Organizing Your Argument," and "Incorporating Evidence" from The Craft of
Research
In-class writing workshop

Developing a tentative argument
Building and developing an argument
Structuring your writing and your process

Friday 11/1

Submit Project Prospectus & Annotated Bibliography by 11:59 p.m.



When Topic Notes

Week
12

Paper 2 Writing
Workshop

Thursday 11/7

At-home research & writing day
One-on-one conferences by appointment

Week
13

Revising Your Writing &
Preparing to Present

Thursday 11/14

Booth et al. "Revising Style: Telling Your Story Clearly" from The Craft of
Research
Preparing to present your work
Peer-Review workshop
Submit 3-4 page rough draft of Paper 2: Conference Paper & Presentation
by start of class

Week
14

Conference Papers &
Presentations

Thursday 11/21

In-Class Conference
Submit Paper 2: Conference Paper & Presentation before class and come
prepared to present

Week
15

  Thursday 11/28

No class due to Thanksgiving holiday

Week
16

Final Reflections &
Preparations

Tuesday 12/3

Discuss expansion & revision strategies
Submit Paper 3 “rough draft” (revision & expansion outline) before start of
class

Finals
Week

Paper 3: Final Paper Friday 12/13

Paper 3: Final Paper due by 11:59 p.m. via Canvas


